
End of an era for diocese 


Bishop Richard’s farewell message 


THE diocese gave me a wonderful send off on 
the Tuesday of Holy Week. Thank you so 
much for the tributes and exceedingly generous 
cheque. Jo and I have already purchased a 
comfortable swing seat for the garden, and we 
look forward to dozing on it in the sun. The 
rest will go into extending the front porch of 
our retirement house and other improvements. 
So we will think of you in our going out and 
our coming in (Psalm 121, 8 ). Certainly, 
through the excellent diocesan cycle of prayer 
in the DOOR, we will continue to remember 
you in our prayers. 

It has been a great privilege to serve as bish- 
op for the last 19 years. I am conscious of the 
huge amount of talent and real commitment 
both in the parishes and amongst those who 
serve the diocese in other ways, professionally 
and voluntarily. My job has very much been to 
let good things happen. I have been particular- 
ly blessed to work with such an able Senior 
Staff team over the years, colleagues with 
whom it has been such a pleasure to work. 

During the last 19 years there have been 
many significant changes. First, although there 
has been a decline in the number of stipendiary 
clergy the actual numbers of people in autho- 
rised and licensed ministry of one kind or 
another, including NSMs, OLMs and LLMs, is 
more than it was 19 years or even 100 years 
ago. 

In addition of course there is a great bur- 
geoning of lay ministries of various kinds. A 
very high percentage of people now exercising 
ministry are women of course, who have great- 
ly enriched the life of the church. I believe that 
our emphasis on building up ministry teams in 
every benefice will need to continue, and the 
collaborative nature of all ministry will need to 


be even more to the fore. 

Secondly, we now have to produce all the 
money for clergy stipends and pension contri- 
butions (going up to more than 40% of the 
stipend) from the committed giving of present 
congregations, rather than relying on the gen- 
erosity of the past. The fact that we've man- 
aged to make that huge financial adjust 
ment in such a relatively short period is a 
good story to tell. At the same time we 
need to remind ourselves of the crying 
needs of the wider church and that, 
in the diocesan league table of 
comparative generosity we are 
way down the list. The 
main challenge of course 
remains mission, and 
how to find fresh ways 
of communicating the 
truth of Christ and 
creating forms of 
Christian life 
together to which 
people are drawn 
and which are 
accessible to them. 

There is no easy 
formula and no one 
way. But the good 
news is the gospel 
itself, the most sub- 
lime story ever told 
of what it is for 
God to be God. 

“Now to him 
who is able through 
the power which is 
at work among us 
to do immeasurably 


more than all we 
can ask or con- 
ceive, to him be 
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus from 
generation to generation evermore! Amen” 

With every good wish 
and blessing. 


Diocesan Lay Chair Penny Keens on the 

Bishop and the diocese .... 
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Record breaker 



AS the Revd James Cocke celebrates his 80th birthday this 
month he will also be breaking records by becoming the oldest 
paid priest in the Oxford diocese. 

What is more, he has been the vicar of All Saints Church, 
Highfield, Headington, for more than half his life, taking up the 
position 49 years ago. 

A parish tea party with colleagues, friends and family will 
mark the big day on 7 May, followed by a celebratory choral 
evensong at All Saints where the preacher will be Canon John 
Fenton, friend and former subdean of Christ Church Cathedral. 

Revd Cocke says he has enjoyed serving the parish for so long 
and has no plans to retire. He is especially proud of the church’s 
millenium window for which he led fundraising. 


Christian Aid Week support 


Fundraising blow for 
Kidlington’s church spire 


PARISHIONERS across the 
diocese have pledged their 
support for this year’s 
Christian Aid week which runs 
from 14-20 May. Plant sales, 
car washes, sponsored walks, 
penny trails and coffee morn- 
ings have all been promised, 
as well as the traditional door- 
to-door collections. 

Fundraisers hope to beat 
last year’s total for the diocese 
of more than £500,000 
towards the UK and Ireland 


total of £l5m. 

Hilary Blake of Christian 
Aid says: This one amazing 
week in May sees the largest 
act of Christian witness in the 
country. Christians across the 
diocese have pledged to work 
together to bring life and hope 
to some of the poorest com- 
munities in the world. 

For fundraising resources 
call Christian Aid on 01865 
246818 or email 
oxford@christian-aid.org 


THE Rector of Kidlington, 
the Revd Anthony Ellis, has 
expressed disappointment 
and frustration with English 
Heritage who appear to have 
reneged on an agreement to 
contribute substantial funds 
for repairs to the spire of St 
Mary’s. 

As the DOOR reported in 
October last year, the parish 
of Kidlington with Hampton 
Poyle launched a high-profile 
appeal, backed by TV presen- 
ter Jeremy Paxman, to raise 
£250,000 for structural 
repairs to the Grade I listed 
building. 

At that time English 
Heritage had indicated it 
would ‘in principle’ con- 
tribute £91,000 to the fund, 
provided the parish could 
raise £102,000 by the end of 
the year. 


C OF E secondary school, 
Ranelagh, in Bracknell, offers 
a first rate education with no 
weaknesses says Ofsted. 

Leslie Stephen, director of 
the diocesan board of educa- 
tion, praised the school’s con- 
sistent high standards under 
the leadership of head teacher 
Kathy Winrow saying: ‘We 
are delighted for Ranelagh. 
The teachers and pupils 
should be very proud with a 
report that reflects their hard 
work and achievements.’ 

The Ofsted report reflects 


‘By working extremely hard 
the people of Kidlington 
achieved this target,’ says Mr 
Ellis; ‘Early in 2006 English 
Heritage asked for our most 
recent set of accounts. We 
sent the accounts for 2004 
because the 2005 accounts 
had not been finalised at that 
stage. In late March 2006 a 
letter arrived, in which the 
offer from English Heritage 
was reduced to a mere 
£ 8 , 000 .’ 

Mr Ellis and the Treasurer 
of the PCC immediately con- 
tacted English Heritage, who 
responded that the parish’s 
finances were such that the 
body considered all its 
resources in 2006 should be 
devoted to repairing the spire 
- which would mean with- 
holding the parish share.‘We 
were deeply disturbed at this 


national statistics that show 
many C of E schools perform- 
ing well. 

Nearly all pupils at 
Ranelagh gain five or more 
GCSE passes with good 
grades. 

The report noted the school 
‘places a strong emphasis on 
developing well-rounded and 
confident individuals who 
have a thirst to learn’ and 
added; ‘pupils make excep- 
tional academic progress’. 

Inspectors also remarked 
on the ‘unusually high level 


suggestion, which indicates 
that we should use all our 
church resources to maintain 
this beautiful historic build- 
ing, rather than to provide 
ministry and support for the 
people of Kidlington and 
beyond, 

‘We believe that this view 
needs to be challenged at a 
very high level as there are 
serious implications for the 
wider Church if maintenance 
of buildings is seen as a prior- 
ity over serving the needs of 
its parishioners.’ 

Mr Ellis and his PCC are 
continuing negotiations with 
English Heritage. 

As The DOOR went to 
press, English Heritage had 
come up with an improved 
offer of £27,000, but this still 
falls considerably short of the 
original figure of £91,000. 


of generosity of spirit’ and 
concluded: ‘It offers pupils a 
first-rate education 
Ranelagh provides excellent 
value for money.’ 

Kathy Winrow says: ‘I’m 
absolutely delighted and feel 
the report captured perfectly 
the ethos and heart of the 
school. 

‘The achievement is the 
result of much hard work, 
from the staff, the governors 
and the students. Well done.’ 


Jesus in Oslo at 0IFF 

Oxford International Festival 
of Films (0IFF) is striking out 
this year in its choice of films. 

AmongTilms to be screened 
at the Phoenix cinema 
between 2 and 12 May organ- 
isers have included some with 
religious themes and princi- 
ples. Dr Patricia Terrell, chair 
of the festival, says: 'It is 
unusual for film festivals to 
include religious movies but, 
among others, the 01 FF will 
premier Asfaltevangelist, a 
Norwegian film which sets 
Jesus in 21st century Oslo/ 
Dr Terrell says the festival, 
titled 'Films with a Message', 
intends to develop the art 
motif as well as support the 
Emmaus charity. 

For more information see 
www.oxfordfestivalfilms.com 


Challenging faith 
with laughter 

Berkshire-based writer and 
stand-up comedian Graeme 
Coulam wants worshippers to 
challenge their faith through 
laughter. 

He has launched a website, 
www.short-christian- 
skits.com offering comedy 
sketches and skits for use in 
church free of charge. But, he 
warns, although most of the 
sketches use comedy for their 
message they are all challeng- 
ing. Graeme says: 'These 
sketches are not about re- 
telling Biblical stories... 
They're about the frailties and 
foibles of the human condi- 
tion, and how we sometipies 
struggle to have a meaningful 
relationship with God when 
faced with the world's tempta- 
tions.' 


Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 


Ranelagh is ‘outstanding’ 
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Fun, heartache 
and faith - that’s 
youth ministry 


Bv Ian Macdonald 

ACROSS the Diocese a vast and diverse range 
of valuable youth work is going on in and 
through our churches. 

Much of this work is done week by week by 
dedicated volunteers who invest their spare 
time and energy in young people. Alongside 
the volunteers are employed youth 
workers/ministers who have been taken on by 
parishes to develop opportunities to work with 
young people and to devote time to building 
relationships with young people, promote disci- 
pleship and learning oppor- 
tunities and, inevitably, to 
handle the large amount of 
paperwork that goes with it. 

As you’ll find out in the 
DOOR’s new column over 
the coming months, there is 
also so much more besides. 

In the Diocese of Oxford 
we have about 40 employed youth workers and 
a number of youth workers in training through 
the ‘Centre for Youth Ministry’. Their job 
descriptions and settings vary widely. What 
they have in common is a ministry calling and 
an empathy with young people. 

The other thing they have in common is 
probably their exposure to one particular ques- 
tion. 

I would be willing to bet that every single 
one of them has been asked: ‘What exactly do 
you do all day?’ 

Employed youth ministry is a fairly new 
arena within churches (relatively speaking) and 
this is a fair enough question, especially as 
working with young people means that the 
working week looks odd to say the least. 


It's a job that has, as its 
work place, McDonald's, the 
High Street, the Church, the 
Skateboard ramps and resi- 
dential centres, to name but 
a few. 


The answer to the question is varied, 
although it would always be fair to answer: ‘A 
lot!’. 

It’s a job that has, as its work place, 
McDonald’s, the High Street, the Church, the 
skateboard ramps and residential centres, to 
name but a few. 

It’s a job that is difficult to quantify and eval- 
uate and which can face very real tensions 
between young people and some members of 
the congregation who think teenagers should 
just attend the regular servic- 
es that seem so alien to them. 

But, as well as some 
heartaches, it is enormous 
fun as some of the young 
people’s fun and energy rubs 
off on you (Did you know 
that a study of young people, 

found that they laughed over 

a day compared to 15 times for 


200 times 
adults). 

From the DOOR’s Youth View column I’m 
hoping you’ll see something of the work that 
we are able to do. 

I’m hoping readers will be inspired by some 
of the young people and stories of how their 
faith finds an opportunity to grow and develop. 

I’m hoping too they will see that it’s so 
important for young people to have adult 
Christian friends as they navigate the messy 
and wonderful road to adulthood. Finally, I’m 
hoping that it will in part at least answer that 
most common question: ‘So what exactly do 
you do all day?’ 

Ian Macdonald is Youth Adviser for the 
Oxford Diocese. 


Youth View 

Behind the scenes with our diocese’s youth workers 


by Sarah Hamilton 

THERE’S a new bloom of colour this spring at 
High Wycombe C of E Combined School, thanks 
to a team of young people from the parish church 
of All Saints where Tm the Licensed Youth 
Minister. 

The enthusiastic group from All Saints helped 
pupils bring their design to life in April after my 
initial enquiries into whether the school might 
like us to work with them on a project such as a 
mural revealed they wanted just that - on a wall 
that was about to be repaired in the infant play- 
ground. Yes, it really was serendipity! 

After planning what they wanted to leave 
behind for future generations, the children had 
created a colourful presentation of Jesus and his 
life story that we helped reproduce as a mural on 
a wall in a corner of the infant playground. 

The mural shows Jesus surrounded by children 
with clouds depicting key events in his ministry. 
These include his baptism, a miracle, the last 
supper and Easter. The word 'Let the children 
come to me 7 will be added across the top of the 
mural when it is completed later this year. 

The young people aren't stopping there 
though! There are plans for another mural show- 
ing the story of creation from Genesis 1 on an 
adjoining wall. 


For me, what is exciting in a project like this is 
enabling these young people to work with the 
schoolchildren. Youth Ministry at its most excel- 
lent is not about entertaining, keeping them 
occupied or even providing things for them. It is 
about encouraging their skills and talents and 
empowering them to use them to benefit others. 

James Vockins, one of the teenagers working 
on the project, said: 'I enjoyed the painting 
because there were lots of people from the school 
joinjng in. It's their mural, so it's really good that 
they helped paint it. It was brilliant that everyone 
joined in and worked together/ 

'I used to go to the school and some of the 
things that were in the playground when I was a 
pupil were still there. It was really good to be 
involved with something which children will see 
for years to come/ says young leader Emily 
Humphreys. 

Tm so proud of the way our teenagers can 
show that yob culture is not the norm for young 
people and that, in fact, many are doing a lot to 
benefit and build up the local community. For me 
this mural will be a sign of that for years to 
come. 

Sarah has been licensed youth minister at All 
Saints Church , High Wycombe ; for three years 


More and more churches across the country are looking to increase their 
youth ministry provision, encouraging young people to explore and develop 
their faith with the church. Here, Diocesan Youth Adviser Ian Macdonald 
explains the diverse nature of youth work and reveals the question he and 
others in this relatively new area of employed ministry are often asked. 

Also, this issue Sarah Hamilton of High Wycombe kicks off our new month- 
ly column 'Youth View' (see bottom left) on the triumphs and tribulations of 
youth workers around the Oxford diocese. 
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St Stephen's House 

OXFORD 

An Anglican foundation In the University of Oxford, 
offering formation, education and training for a variety 
of qualifications and ministries. 

Understanding 

Islam 

A course for those who want to learn more 
about Islam, providing an understanding of Islam 
as Muslims understand it, and addressing 
questions of Christian response to Islam and 
Christian co-existence with Muslims. 

Topics include the life of Muhammad, the Qur'an, 
Islamic belief and practice, Islam and society, 
recent developments in Islam, Islam in Britain, 
Christian-Muslim relations 

6-9 September, 2006 

£250 residential: reductions by arrangement for 
those not wishing to be in residence. 


St Step h on’s House 16 Marston Street ■ Oxford 0X4 ljX UK 

Tel: +44 (0)1865 247874 Fax: +44 (0)1865 794338 

Email: enquiries@ssho.ox.ac.uk Web: www.ssho.ox.ac.uk 
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Local artist’s mystery 



DAVID Clarke of Combe, near Witney, wants to enlist the help 
of readers in tracking down the location for a painting by local 
artist Helen Gibson. 


David says: ‘ I believe the churchyard is local. Helen lived, for 
many years, in Church Hanborough and was a devoted sup- 
porter of the Church and community there. The painting was 
framed in Eynsham.’ 

David offers a £10 reward for the first correct answer. Write 
to The DOOR, Church House, North Hinksey, OX 2 ONB. 


Anyone 
for clergy 
cricket? 

By the Revd Hugh White 

I SHOULD like to enlist the 
aid of DOOR readers in the 
cause of the Diocesan Clergy 
Cricket team. 

The team competes annually 
against clergy from other dio- 
ceses for Church Times Cricket 
Cup and Oxford has enjoyed 
considerable success in recent 
years. But defections of key 
players to other dioceses 
and the general ageing of the 
squad mean that we face the 
prospect of serious decline. 
So, if anyone knows of any 
ordained persons (male or 
female) currently hiding their 
cricketing light under a bushel 
(or indeed anyone in posses- 
sion of a Bishop's licence or in 
full-time church employment) 
who is skilled with bat or ball, 
could they prompt such people 
to the proper investment of 
their talents with the Diocesan 
team and invite them to' con- 
tact me. 

Remember, the honour 
of the Diocese is at stake! 
Hugh White is captain of the 
Oxford diocesan clergy cricket 
team . He can be contacted on 
01869 34986 or by email on 
vicarhugo@hotmail. com 


Riddle of the Month 

Pronounced as one letter, And written with three. Two letters there are, 
And two only in me. I'm double. I'm single. I'm black, blue, and grey, 
I'm read from both ends. And the same either way. 

What am I? 

Send your answers to The Door 4th Floor Central House 142 Central Street 
London EC1V 8AR to stand a chance to win some awesome new albums! 

April Answer: Friendship 


Committed Christian and 
MA, FRCO is available to 
deputise 

at short notice including 
wedding and funerals. 
Wide experience: 
reasonable fee 

Tel: (01993) 813933 
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Oxford Aunts Live-in Services 

~ for clients who need help or care at home ~ 

Live-in Housekeeper/Carers 
for several weeks or Longer-term over several months 

For further details please contact 


Oxford Aunts Care 

Established 1967 

Telephone 01865 791017 

3 Cornmarket Street Oxford OX I 3EX 
e-mail: enquiries@oxfordaimts.co.uk website: www.oxf 0 rdauntg.c 01 n! 



Join Berinsfield for 
festival of childhood 


LINK, share, celebrate! That’s 
the message for Berinsfield 
and beyond from the organis- 
ers of the community’s first 
Festival of Childhood. 

The week long celebrations 
run from 1-7 May and were 
borne of an idea that started 
as a conversation in the local 
doctor’s surgery between 
Berinsfield’s Vicar, the Revd 
Sandra Millar, and a local 
health visitor. 

Sandra says: ‘We hear so 
much about what’s wrong 
with children and young fam- 
ilies today and yet there are so 
many positive things going ♦ 
on. We wanted to celebrate 
the good things about young 
people and families and 
encourage them in their some- 
times difficult roles’. 

The celebrations have offi- 
cial backing of the 
Department of Health and 
support from other local com- 
munity agencies such as Soha 
Housing which is sponsoring 
‘Child of our community’ 
awards and invites nomina- 
tions from the community for 


good examples of ‘the best of 
our children’. 

The awards will be present- 
ed at one of the main events 
of the week - ‘Deal or No 
Deal: children’s lives today 
and tomorrow’ on Thursday 
4 May at 7-7.30pm. This is a 
unique chance for adults and 
children to ask questions of 
those who make the plans and 
policies for young people. 

A whole host of other activ- 
ities aim to mix practical 
advice and information ses- 
sions on bullying, self esteem 
and health, with music, 
sports, fashion, storytelling 
and play opportunities. 

Sandra says: ‘It has been an 
ambitious project which has 
brought together a wide range 
of people across the village 
and beyond and has been 
done on a wing and a prayer 
with no money but lots of 
enthusiasm. It is a significant 
achievement for the commu- 
nity and I can’t wait for the 
fun to begin.’ Contact Revd Dr 
Sandra Millar on 01865 
340460 for details. 


Stamp Fellowship 


HIGH Wycombe based charity, 
Bibl eLands is appealing to 
DOOR readers to help make 
2006 a record year for dona- 
tions of used stamps and post- 
cards. 

The charity’s Stamp 
Fellowship began 60 years 
ago and today raises around 
£ 4,000 a year for the Helen 
Keller Centre near Jerusalem, 
which helps visually impaired 
Christian, Muslim and Jewish 
children gain an education 
and look forward to an inde- 
pendent future. 


Bibl eLands’ Tricia Pruden 
says: ‘DOOR Readers can 
help make this a bumper dia- 
mond anniversary year for the 
Stamp Fellowship by sending 
as many of their used stamps 
and postcards as possible to 
us. 

‘Foreign stamps, British pic- 
ture stamps and collections 
are particularly valuable to us. 

Donations should be sent to 
Bibl eLands at PO Box 50 , 
High Wycombe, Bucks, HP 15 

7 qu. 


Fairtrade Winners 

Congratulations to Chantal Brierley of Wheatley, Oxfordshire, 
Jane Burr of Windsor, Berks, Mrs M Lupton of Witney, 
Oxfordshire, Bernard Luckhurst of Penn, Bucks, and Karen 
Mulcahy of Chalgrove, Oxfordshire who all win a Cafe Direct 
fairtrade goody bag. 


Area Dean honoured 

The Revd Edwin Clements, 
Area Dean of Wallingford and 
Rector of Blewbury, Hagbourne 
and Upton, has been appointed 
an honorary canon of Christ 
Church Cathedral by the Bishop 
of Oxford in recognition of his 
contribution to the work of the 
church. 

He will be installed at even- 
song at the Cathedral on 20 
January, 2007. 

Next stop - St Michael’s 

The aisles of St Michael and 
All Angels Church in the New 
Town, Beaconsfield, echoed to 
the whistle of passing locomo- 
tives recently as the congrega- 
tion joined in activites to cele- 
brate 100 years of the rail- 
ways in the town. 

Train tracks between the 
pews train-shaped cakes and 
videos of Thomas the Tank 
engine by the altar all helped 
to remind people that St 
Michael's had been built to 
serve the 'new' population that 
emerged with the railway. 

Margaret Skinner tells the 
DOOR: 'It was a great way of 
celebrating with the town and 
opening our doors to people 
who might not usually come 
into the church'. 


PACT’S FUNDRAISER 

This year's summer fundrais- 
ing extravaganza for PACT is 
titled 'Stepping Out' and 
promises live entertainment, 
dinner and a chance to dance 
the night away at Phyllis 
Court, Henley on Saturday 17 
June. Call 0118 938 7600 for 
details. 

Shedding new light on 
St John's in Burford 

New lighting at St John the 
Baptist Church, Burford, is 
bound to be a hit with the con- 
gregation and visitors alike. 
Christine Brown tell the DOOR 
that the lights will be welcomed 
by worshippers and enhance 
enjoyment of the wonderful 
carvings in the church, which is 
popular with tourists. They 
have also been installed in time 
to shine on the Flower Festival 
from 22-25 June. 



Eco-column 


At what cost do we use petrol - not just the 
price at the pump or the boost to climate 
change, but also the cost to the peoples of 
the Niger Delta, Co. Mayo and Sakhalin 
Island, their livelihoods and environs, from 
which oil and gas are extracted? 

With the support of 130 shareholders and 
a million shares, ECCR (Ecumenical Council 
for Corporate Responsibility) Oxford will be 
asking the Royal Dutch Shell AGM in The 
Hague on 16 May to enhance the company’s 
reputation by delivering its own undertak- 


ings on its ‘Triple Bottom Line’ - social and 
environmental as well as financial. Those 
with first hand and expert knowledge of the 
oil industry and of the Niger Delta say the 
Resolution is spot on. ECCR has already 
lobbied the C of E’s national bodies to sup- 
port the Resolution. 

Everyone who has a bank account, an 
insurance policy, pension or an annuity is 
likely to have a stake in Royal Dutch Shell 
through a financial institution. You can 
lobby them to support it, but you need to 
write to them very quickly. 

Transforming unjust structures of society is 
one of the strands of Christian mission to 
which our Church is committed. The 
Resolution and supporting information are 
on the ECCR website www.eccr.co.uk or 
contact me for details on 01869 338225, 
achall@globalnet.co.uk 
Canon Christopher Hall 
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God in the life of. . . 


Whenever God 
takes me 

Jo Harries says that life has taught her that God is a God of 
surprises. 'I often wonder what he has for me next', she says. And no 
wonder - she had early dreams to be a medical missionary in Islamic 
countries, but instead became the wife of the Bishop of Oxford. 

Her career as a paediatrician has been halted by her own repeated 
hospitalisations. But as Rebecca Paveley discovered, her sense of 
God's presence and his purpose in her life is unfaltering. 


I MEET Jo Harries on a sunny, spring day in 
the house that is soon to be packed away and 
its keys handed back. The home shows no sign 
of the turmoil of packing that must be going on 
after the couple’s 19 year long stay there. 

They have until June to leave and are moving 
back to their own house in Barnes, south 
London. I ask Jo what she will miss and she 
says, straight away, the garden. It is beautifully 
laid out, well-tended and large. 

But though she is sad at leaving, she is 
already embracing the future. Born in Essex, 
she was brought up with God, prayer and 
church at the centre of family life. ‘I have 
always been somebody who has had a sense of 
the presence of God. When I was a child my 
parents used to pray in the evenings with us 
and we went to church. I remember I didn’t 
like the smell of booze after the communion!’ 
she recalls. 

As a child, she was allowed to choose one 
‘ordinary’ book and one ‘Jesus’ book. ‘I loved 
the stories in the Jesus book,’ she says. But at 
10, she was sent away to boarding school, 
where she was terribly unhappy at first, before 
going on to Benenden. 


I felt very much that I wanted to work 
with Muslim women but felt I was 
also called to marry Richard ... 


‘There too religion was very important to 
me. I prepared for confirmation though I was- 
n’t absolutely sure I was ready for it but I did 
go ahead and get confirmed at 15 or 16 and I 
got a lot out of the early morning church serv- 
ices.’ 

After school and before taking up her place 
at Girton, Cambridge, she went to Florence for 
a few months and was, she says with a smile, 
‘quite wild’ there. But by the time she was set- 
tled at Cambridge she was determined to be a 
medical missionary, joining a group of fellow 
Christians who met fortnightly to pray for and 
write to missionaries out in the field. 

This was to remain her ambition for years to 
come. But an invite to a sailing club dinner set 
her life going in a very different direction. She 
didn’t take up the invitation straight away, and 
by the time she did the young man who had 
asked her had asked several others. 

‘He was bewailing the fact at breakfast at his 
college, Selwyn, while he was sitting next to 
Richard [Harries]. Richard offered to help and 
take me. It was the day before the university 
lacrosse match and I didn’t play very well in it! 
We saw a lot of each other that summer term 
and fell in love really after the exams. 

‘I had already booked to travel to Greece and 
Turkey and Persia to see some of the people 
we’d been praying for. When I told my father I 
wanted to marry Richard he said, what has 
that got to do with going to Persia? So I went, 
and sent long letters back.’ 

She felt confused about what her direction 


should be - marriage, or a career as a medical 
missionary. ‘I felt very much that I wanted to 
work with Muslim women but I felt I was also 
called to marry Richard and he didn’t feel 
called to work in Islamic countries. I was con- 
fused about what was right but decided it 
would all work out in the end so I went on 
with my medical training in London and lived 
with Richard’s parents while he went to 
Cuddesdon [theological college, near Oxford]. 

Jo’s visits up to Cuddesdon are remembered 
by other students for her flamboyant blue 
MGA motorcar, given to her by her family. 
While women weren’t allowed to stay at 
Cuddesdon, the fact Richard had a room in a 
farmhouse rather than in the college itself 
meant that Jo was able to visit regularly. 

They married on St Peter’s Day 1963, while 
Richard was serving his title in London and she 
was working as a house officer in a hospital. 
But her life was to take a quite different turn, 
while she was still struggling with her earlier 
plans to become a medical missionary. 

Their son Mark was born and Jo was struck 
with puerperal psychosis (the most severe form 
of postnatal depression). It took a while to be 
diagnosed and then she was in hospital for a 
long time and was given ECT, electroconvul- 
sive therapy. The illness was devastating for her 
and for Richard. 

Her baby son was in hospital with her, but 
she wasn’t allowed to see him. Since the first 
episode she has been sectioned several times, 
usually, she says, corresponding with a crisis. 

Work was difficult and the ECT meant she 
had to ‘relearn everything’. 

Daughter Clare was born a few years later, 
and fortunately the illness didn’t return. Jo 
stayed very much involved in Richard’s parish, 
despite her health problems, and has stayed 
active in parish and charitable activities 
throughout her time in Oxford. 

She has also explored Tai Chi, which she 
says brings her into a ‘wonderful position of 
stillness’. She was told not to meditate after 
trying it once while on a clergy wives retreat 
and having a ‘white flash - a Hiroshima 
moment’. 

Since moving to Oxford she has been 
involved in circle dancing, a form of sacred 
dancing, and has danced in Winchester 
Cathedral. Charitable work has dominated her 
time in the diocese and she has been involved 
with FLAME, the Mothers Union, the Family 
Nurturing Network and the Red Ribbon group 
amongst others, as well as environmental 
groups and those working for social justice, 
like Christian Concern for One World. 

She has also travelled widely with Bishop 
Richard, including visits to Taize and recently 
to Kimberley and Kuruman, our twin diocese, 
with a group of parishioners from the Diocese. 

She hasn’t worked for several years as she 
has had several stays in the Warneford 
Hospital. 

‘I don’t know what God is going to give me 
next,’ she tells me. I’m sure everyone in the 
Oxford Diocese will hope it is health, and hap- 
piness, as she and Bishop Richard enter the 
next stage of their lives together. 



Jo Harries in her much loved and admired garden Photo Frank Blackwell 


ST KATHARINE’S HOUSE 
WANTAGE 

Residential Home with Nursing 



• Modern, well equipped Care Home for 75 elderly 
ladies in 5 acres of lovely grounds near town centre. 

• Non-profit making charity, under the aegis of the 
Community of St Mary the Virgin. 

• Excellent Facilities include a beautiful Chapel in 
the grounds. 

• Residents are strongly encouraged to live 
independent lives in a vibrant and happy community. 

Contact: The Warden, St Katharine’s House, 
Ormond Road, Wantage, Oxon, 0X1 2 8EA 
Telephone: 01 235 762739 
email: warden.stkatharines@talk21 .com 
www.stkatharineshouse.co.uk 
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The Resource Page 


Sound & Visual 


Church Requisites UK Holidays 


HILLTOP 

AUDIO 

SUPPLIES 

m Sound reinforcement 

• Induction loops 

• Video/data protection 

• Nationwide installation 

Tel: 0115 927 8291 

Email: 

info@hilltopaudio.co.uk 

Web: 

www.hilltopaudio.co.uk 

Unit 2 Broxtowe Park 
Business Centre, 
Calverton Drive, Streley, 
Nottingham NG8 6QP 


Church Furniture 


Kingsmark 



• Factory direct prices 

• Wide choice of wooden and 

metal chairs 

• Samples always available 


FREEPHONE 
0800 374232 


www.kingsmark.co.uk 
Kingsmark Furniture Limited 

Railway Street, Great Bridge,Tipton, 
West Midlands, DY4 7AD 



FOR A FREE CATALOGUE 
TEL 01494 676060 
FAX 01494 67 81 81 


64 LONDON END 
BEACONSFIELD 
BUCKINGHAMSHIRE HP9 2JD 


Church 

Furniture 

Victorian church in South West 
London disposing of its pews, 
pulpit, organ, font, holy table, 
screen & hassocks. 

Please contact 
Roger Perrin on 
07836 209 687 


Send 

us 

your 

ad 

by 

email: 

ads@churchnewspaper.com 


VINO SACRO LTD 

Supplier of the finest 
communion wines for over 1 30 
years. Free samples available. 

Please contact: 

Vino Sacro Ltd, Marsh Lane 
Crediton, Devon EX17 1ES 
Tel/Fax: 01363 772333 
Email: sales@vinosacro.co.uk 


Fundraising 


By Christians . . . for Christians . . . 
EXCELLENCE IN BONE CHINA 

MUGS 

PLATES, THIMBLES 

for Fund-raising and 

Christian Outreach 
also FRAMED PRINTS, and 
Teatowels, Bookmarks, Pens, 
Pencils, Coasters, etc., all with 
superb co-ordinated design 

CHOWN CHINA 

0 1 209 713361 diown@chownchinauco.uk 

www.chownchina.co.uk 


General 


Earn £50-£100 
a month 

For just 2 hrs work 
a week 

Great for churches 
& charities 
Call Chris Mason 

0800 298 3823 


FREE COPY of the new 

SEARCH magazine 

e-mail admin@obt.org.uk 

or write 

The Open Bible Trust 
8C Fordland Mount 
Upper Basildon RG8 8LU 
Visit www.obt.org.uk 


Interactive Church 
Website for 
£75 per year. 

Full details and test site at 
www.sample.acrux-uk.net 
for you to try before you 
buy! 

Contact us at 
admin@acrux-uk.net or 
ring 01670 541550 


Therapy & 
Rehabilitation 


DEVON 

The Christian Holiday 
Centre near Honiton 
has six S/C cottages 
available. Sleeping IS, 
12, 5 and 4. Easy reach 
of sea and moors. 
Phone for brochure 
on 01404 841238 


DEVON 

FARM COTTAGES 

3 miles beautiful North Coast, 

2 miles Exmoor, sleep 2-6. 
Heated Indoor Pool. 

Games Bam. Peace and 
quiet in secluded 34 acres. 

Short breaks available 
Tel: 012r?t 882376 
www.northcotemanorf arm .co. uk 



HELWELL BAY 


WATCH ET 
Caravans & chalets 
overlooking the sea. 

Half Price for Senior Citizens 

Tel: 01984 631781 

www.helwellbay.co.uk 


COSY COTTAGE. 
YORKSHIRE PENNINES. 

Close Dales, Moors, Bronteland 
and ‘Last of the Summer Wine’. 
Lovely views and walks. Quiet 
location. Car parking. Payphone, 
Linen supplied. Easter, Spring 
and Summer vacancies. 

£115- £200 weekly inclusive. 
Tel: 01257 425202 
Email 

paul@robertsl066.fsnet.co.uk 


LLANDUDNO 

NUNEHAM HOUSE 
HOTEL 

Adjacent to beach/pier. 
Dinner, bed & breakfast. 

£35 per day. Special 
offers April and June £30 
per day. 

01492 877369 


COTTAGE to rent in 
YORKSHIRE DALES! 

Stunning location. Open 
fire. Excellent walking, 
cycling, birding, relaxing. 
Sleeps 2 (+2 on Sofabed) 

Tel: 01 13 281 2735 
b@surefish.co.uk 


Scotland 

“ Dorothy Cottage ” 
Fife Coast 

West Wemyss 15th Century village 
nr St Andrews sleeps 6. Three 
beds modern cottage wonderful 
sea view, £400 - £600 per week, 
short breaks available. 
Details and booking call 
Chris McCoy on 
07831 869663 


Life for the World 
Trust 

(Established 1967) We train 
churches to help those having 
drug and alcohol problems. 
From a half day’s drug awareness 
seminar to a university validated 
certificate. 

01225-426-265 or 
www.lftw.org 


Holiday Caravans for 
hire from £130 pw in 
peaceful Worcestershire 
countryside. Discounts 
for couples. Short 
breaks - weekends or 
mid-week. 

Tel 01885 410331 
or visit 

www.wigleyorchard.co.uk 


Broad Haven, 
Pembrokshire. 

Well-equipped cedarwood 
lodge in peaceful valley. 
Close beaches, coast path, 
fishing, attractions. Three 
bedrooms, sleeps 2-6. 
Tel: 020 8449 4775. 
email: 

r.deckerthomas@btinternet.com 


Peaceful holidays in 
SOMERSET 

A charming 1 8C cottage in 
ODCOMBE, near the Dorset 
Border. 

Good touring centre. 
Many local attractions - walks, 
gardens, Natl. Trust houses. 
Sleeps 2-3. 

Tel/Fax: 01935 862127 


Freshwater East 

Pembrookshire. 
Well-equipped adjacent 
Holiday Homes. 
Beach 250 yds. Sleeps 
1-6. From £130pw. 
Clergy Discount. 

Sorry no Pets 
0151-486-2745 


BEECHWOOD COURT, 

Conwy. Large Christian 
Holiday Centre situated on 
the side of beautiful Conwy 
mountain, overlooking estuary 
and The Great Orme. Ideal for 
Family and Church Holidays, 
weekends and mid week 
breaks, vacancies for Spring 
and Summer. 01492 593405. 

Open all year. 


BROCKLEY HALL, 

Saltburn, North Yorks Coast. 

Christian Holiday Centre, 
close to town, beaches, moors 
and many local attractions. 
Coach Holidays to the Centre. 
Ideal for families and 
Churches. Open all year. 
Weekend and mid week 
breaks. Spring and Summer. 
01287 622 329 


THE PLEASAUNCE, 

Overstrand, North Norfolk. 
Large Christian Holiday 
Centre set in six acres of 
grounds, 100 yards from the 
beach. Ideal spot for touring 
the beautiful Norfolk 
countryside and Broads. Self 
Catering Bungalow in the 
grounds. Sleeps 4/5. Open all 
year for Holidays and 
Conferences. 01263 5^9212. 


ST WINIFREDS, 

Rhos on Sea, North Wales. 
Christian Holiday Centre 
situated on the sea front with 
panoramic views, close to all 
amenities, harbour, shops and 
cafes at Rhos. Ideal for visits 
to Snowdonia and North 
Wales coast, Llandudno and 
Colwyn Bay. Open all year for 
Holidays, Conferences, Mid 
week breaks. 01492 544128. 


CORNWALL 

Near Charlestown - mid 
Cornwall. Beach 2 miles. 
Holiday cottage sleeps 6, 
three bedrooms. Ideal 
centre. Eden Project 4 
miles. BrochureTel: 

01392 466084 


Smart mobile home 
at Lul worth on 
Dorset coast. 

All rooms heated, 
fully fitted kitchen. 
Sleep 6. 

Dog allowed. 
Marvellous beaches 
and cliff walks nearby. 

Tel: 01582 763219 


Holidays Abroad 


Southern 

Belgium 

Restful, unspoilt Ardennes 
region, lovely Christian B+B 
and self-catering ‘gite’. 

Tel: 0032 84387800 
Visit: 

www.pierresblanches.com 


Holiday Villa to Rent in 

BARBADOS 

This spacious Villa is 
situated in St Michael, 
and features three 
bedrooms two bathrooms. 
Just 20 minutes walk to 
the nearest beach. 

Tel 01908 607639 


Spain Vil/amartin 
Costa Blanca 

Apartment. Self Catering. Two twin 
bedrooms, two bathrooms. Sat TV. 

Air con. Private sun terrace. 
Shared Pool. Golf, sandy beaches, 
supermarkets and restaurants 
within 2 1/2 miles. 

01798 344072 or 
jpkh@waitrose.com 


African 

Safaris 

Tailor-made to 
your interests 
Families to honeymoons 
Wildlife to beaches 

African Safari Roots 
Ltd 01736 367635 


TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged for The Door Readers 
ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

From only £89.95 per couple in Europe 
From only £129.95 per couple Worldwide 

SINGLE TRIP 


CAR 

INSURANCE 

ft mm 

HIRE 

2 Weeks Europe - 
From only £1 8.95 per person 

(Price Vary Depending On Age) 

IHIINK 


have Top Quality Travel Insurance with 
Still higher than normal age limits 

We can now sell annual insurance for people up to 80 years of age. 

60% Less Than Most High Street Agents 
Regulated & Licenced by the F.S.A. 

Call For Details 

S 0116 272 0500 £3 


ST RHADAGUND S , 

St Lawrence, Isle ofWight. 
Christian Holiday Centre 
situated on the south coast of 
this outstandingly beautiful 
island. Magnificent views, 
ideal walking country. The 
favourite for the Children and 
Families. Coach Holidays to 
the Centre. Open all year. 
Weekend and Mid week 
breaks. 01983 852160. 


COACH HOLIDAYS 

to Christian Holiday Centres situated in 

SALTBURN (01287 622329) 
OVERSTRAND, Norfolk 
(01263 579212) 

RHOS ON SEA (01492 544128) 
ISLE OF WIGHT 
• (01983 852160). 

Phone for details, prices, brochure, pick 
up points. Cost includes some 
Excursions. Let us take the strain out 
of your motoring. 


SPAIN 

Costa Calida, La Manga, Murcia 

2 bedrm apt with terrace. 
Good views, near sea. Sleeps 4, 
communal pool.air cond, 
TV/DVD/CD/Radio, fridge/freezer, 
washing mach, dishwasher. 
Contact: 

dave.randall659@btinternet.com 
Tel: 02920 753352 


COSTA BLANCA 

Near Denia. 2 bedroomed 
holiday apartment to let, close 
to long sandy beach. Quiet 
uncommercialised location, 
mountain views. Beautiful garden 
and pool. From £115 per week. 
Telephone English owner on 
00 34 96 280 7483 or e-mail 
cardenstephen@yahoo.co.uk 
for more information. 


MERGANSER CRUISES 

Come cruising with us on our 
converted 8-passenger barge 
MERGANSER in France in 2006. 

A REAL TREAT! Very relaxing, 
wonderful food and interesting 
conducted tours. Single travellers 
always welcome and no supplements. 
Special rates available for parties of 5 
or over. MERGANSER, DEPT CE, 31 
Wellington St, Hertford SGI 4 3 AN. 
Tel: 01992 550616 
Email: ukwh@bargedirect.com 


BARBADOS 
ST. JAMES 

Luxury Beach Front 
cottages, villas, studio. 

020 8232 8128 

Web: www. bar bad os 
privatevillas.com 


ALGARVE 


Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 


Tel: 02380 265683 


Tours & 
Pilgrimages 


HOLY LAND TOURS 
NOVEMBER 2006 
Or let us plan 
one for you. 

Call Mark on 

0871 6660 262 

mark@mibtravel.co.uk 

MIB TRAVEL IS A RETAIL 
AGENT OF ATOL 2893 


Introductory 
Offer: 
3cm x 4cm 
Just £18 
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Mission in 
Abingdon 

Churches in the Abingdon Deanery have been getting to grips with 
sustainable, active mission and evangelism in their communities. Here 
the Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell explains his Mission Weekend project, 
while two of the parishes reflect on their experiences so far. 


Bv the Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell Bishop of Reading 


MANY PCCs wistfully wonder 
whether, at some indetermi- 
nate point in the future, they 
might have a parish mission 
event with lively preaching of 
the faith from some visiting 
evangelist who will usher in a 
revival of fortunes and the 
church will grow. 

For most churches it never 
happens. The parish mission 
keeps falling off the edge of 
their five-year plans. 

For the few bold enough to 
make the dream a reality, it is 
too often accompanied by dis- 
appointment. The visiting 
team of evangelisers came, 
and what they did was lively 
and renewing. But it cost a lot 
of money, a lot of time and 
even more energy, and the 
results at the end were actual- 
ly rather disappointing. 

I write as someone who for 
many years plied my trade as 
the visiting evangelist, leading 
many parish missions. I 
enjoyed every one and God 
did great things through every 
one. 

But I couldn’t help wonder- 
ing if this was the best way of 
‘doing’ evangelism. Hence the 


idea of a Mission Weekend. 

Not something that is run 
by a visiting expert; but a 
team of missioners from with- 
in the parish community tak- 
ing responsibility to develop 
evangelism. 

Not one week of mission 
every 10 years, but a sustain- 
able pattern of mission events 
woven into the daily life of 
the parish. 

The Mission Weekend 
is part of the process 
of becoming a mission- 
ary church. 

Not huge events which you 
hope unchurched friends 
might attend, but small scale 
do-it-yourself events respond- 
ing directly to the issues and 
interests of people you are 
already in contact with. 

These are the principles 
behind a Mission Weekend. 
Many parishes up and down 
the country are now building 
this approach to evangelism 
into their daily life, so that a 
Mission Weekend becomes as 
normal a part of church life as 


the Harvest Festival or 
Christmas Fete. 

As you will have read in the 
DOOR in recent issues, all the 
churches in the deanery of 
Abingdon have committed 
themselves to this sort of min- 
istry and have sent enthusias- 
tic teams of people to the 
training that has been going 
on for the past six months. 

Each of them is doing 
something in evangelism that 
they’ve never done before. 
Each of them now has a team 
of people trained in some of 
the basics of evangelistic min- 
istry. They all recognise that 
these events are the first step 
on a journey that can lead to 
faith. 

The Mission Weekend is 
part of the process of becom- 
ing a missionary church. 

If you think your parish 
would benefit from similar 
training why not discuss it at 
your Deanery Synod. For 
more details email bishopread- 
ing@oxford.anglican.org or call 
me on 0118 984 1216 or Janet 
Russell, Berkshire Parish 
Development Adviser, on 01865 
208296. 


Detox at Long Furlong 

Bv Derek Walker, LLM at Christ Church on Long Furlong 


A worker driving home after 
a hard day sees the words 
‘Feeling Spent?’ by the road- 
side. A week later (after a 
heavy credit card bill arrives) 
another banner appears 
alongside the first, reading: 
‘Re-invent Lent - www.long- 
furlong.org*. 

When a leaflet drops 
through the door a few days 
later, urging six weeks of 
spending only on essentials 
the worker thinks: ‘I’ll try it!’ 

That is what Christ Church 
on Long Furlong aimed for 
when planning a Lent initia- 
tive for the local estate. 

It is a mission born from 
prayer for people whose 
spending is out of control, 
and that they might try faith 
as a way out of the debt spi- 
ral. We first negotiated a trade 
rate on a very earthed and 
accessible book entitled 


‘Detox Your Spiritual Life in 
40 Days’ by Peter Grayson, 
then subsidised it further, as a 
special offer to the local com- 
munity to feed their faith. 

Finding this book was like a 
gift from God, as the working 

x To tempt people in we 
issued an open invita- 
tion to a free Pancake 
Party on Shrove 
Tuesday ...' 

title of our project had been 
The Spiritual Detox. 

Aware that many people are 
reluctant to enter a church, 
we decided the whole ‘detox’ 
could be done at home, with a 
‘virtual church’ on our web- 
site for people to log their 
progress and read other peo- 
ple’s ‘blogs’. 

But to tempt people in we 


issued an open invitation to a 
free Pancake Party on Shrove 
Tuesday, which was well 
attended and built up links. 

Our project is still under- 
way, so we have yet to find 
out what impact it has had. 

The enquiry level from out- 
side the church has not been 
as strong as we hoped, but it 
has kept our profile high, and 
shown that we can offer a rel- 
evant alternative to Sunday 
services. 

At church it has provided a 
joint learning experience, as 
nearly every household has 
bought the book and we have 
based some of our current ser- 
mon series on its themes. We 
have also begun to use the 
new part of our web site as a 
forum. 

But we still have a long way 
to go to make the impact that 
we would like. 


Feature 


A time for 
dads and 
children in 
Appleford 



Robert Dalby and daughter Abigail enjoy chocolate truffle- 
making at Appleford's craft day for Dads and children 


Bv Beckv Fisher 
KEEPING a church going in a 
village of only 150 houses is a 
tremendous effort. 

It is very easy to let the con- 
stant struggle to raise money 
to keep the church building in 
good repair overshadow the 
challenge to maintain contact 
with those in the community 
who have no allegiance to the 
church. 

We feel safe asking people 
for help to maintain the his- 
toric building. But our faith, 
which forms the strong foun- 
dation for our lives, seems far 
harder to take to the wider 
community. 

The encouragement of 
Bishop Stephen and the team 
in the Abingdon Deanery has 
helped us to become more 
focused on evangelism. 

Many of us felt uncomfort- 
able with the idea of talking 
to others, perhaps strangers, 
about our faith and we found 
the small steps approach, 
which begins with seeking out 
the needs of others, was just 
the right approach for us. 


We decided to provide an 
opportunity for dads to do 
something with their children. 

A group of us organised a 
craft morning for the day 
before Mothering Sunday 
where dads could get stuck in 
with helping their children 
make chocolate truffles, 
posies, biscuits and cards as 
gifts for mums and grandmas 
in the community. 

The sight of happy children 
and their dads leaving the vil- 
lage hall at the end of the 
morning made it all worth 


while. We were joined by 
three dads and nine children, 
aged 2 -i 2 # to make gifts. We 
had made contact with two 
new families and learned that 
offering activities which dads 
and children can enjoy togeth- 
er will be a valuable contribu- 
tion to family life here. 

It was a huge encourage- 
ment to those involved in this 
first event. We now feel the 
next step will not be so hard. 
Becky Fisher is a member of 
SS Peter and Paul , in 
Appleford 


The Door newspaper has the 
following Special Features coming 
up in our June issue: 


VIDEO PROJECTOR SOFTWARE 

Use 'Easy Worship' to easily display 
lyrics, scripture, images, 
video and more. 

Free trial and more information from 
www.churchvideo.co.uk/easyworship 


COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 


STAINED GLASS & 
LEADED LIGHT WINDOW 
REPAIRS 

All repairs undertaken at 
reasonable rates. 

Please contact: David Lloyd Williams 
Eversley Cottage, Station Road 
Bledington, Chipping Norton 
Oxon 0X7 6UR 

Tel: 01608-658150 Mobile: 07909-746255 


Mission & Evangelism 
Care, Mobility and 
Retirement Living 
Youth Work. 

Deadline 1 5th May'. 
For more details call 

020 7417 5802 

or email us: 
ads@churchnewspaper.com 


ACE DENTURE CENTRE 


DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 1984 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YDU WAIT 

We are not Dental Surgeons 


ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 
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View from here 


The Gift of Chocolate 


Easter is a good 
time to revisit 
Chocolat (the 
film). It is the 
story of Vianne, 
who arrives with 
her daughter in 
a little French 
town called Lansquenet. 
They rent a shabby, disused 
shop and transform it into a 
chocolaterie. The snag is 
that it is Lent, and the town 
- under the leadership of its 
morally rigid and upright 
Mayor - is fervently 
Catholic. 

At first the little commu- 
nity refuses to partake of 
Vianne’s chocolate offer- 
ings. They cannot tell the 
difference between the 
extravagance of love and the 
love of extravagance. 

But Vianne is a beautiful 
and skilful engineer of 
human kindness. She dis- 
penses gifts intuitively, and 
people change. 

The mayor is violently 
opposed to her, and voices 
his opposition through the 
local priest, who is young 
and compliant. In the end, 
though, even he is won over 
and the final church scene 
shows him at last preaching 
a sermon from his own 
heart. It is not deeply 
impressive, but it is pro- 
found. 

He says, to paraphrase: ‘It 
is absurd to measure our 
moral worth by what we 
don’t do. What matters is 
what we embrace.’ 

On the Monday of Holy 
Week we read: ‘Mary took a 
pound of costly perfume 
made of pure nard, anointed 


Jesus’ feet, and 
wiped them with 
her hair. The 
house was filled 
with the fra- 
grance of her 
perfume.’ She is 
rebuked by Judas 
who, mistaking the extrava- 
gance of love for the love of 
extravagance, asks: ‘Why 
was this perfume not sold 
for three hundred denarii 
and the money given to the 
poor?’ 

My first encounter with 
Mahler happened through a 
friend who knew the music 
and thought that I would 
love it. So he took me to The 
Resurrection at the Royal 
Albert Hall. It turned out to 
be one of the most emotion- 
ally overwhelming experi- 
ences of my life. 

The extravagance of love 
is demonstrated in gestures 
and in symbols, based on 
accurate perceptions of 
what the loved one needs 
and wants; without being 
told and without explana- 
tion. Such moments are, in 
any relationship, rare, for 
few of us are attentive 
enough to others to under- 
take such gestures and suc- 
ceed. Yet when they are 
undertaken, and when they 
succeed, lives are trans- 
formed. And if an attentive 
friend can make such a life- 
changing offering to anoth- 
er, based on finite knowl- 
edge and human intuition, 
how much more so the 
Divine? 

Alison Webster is Social 
Responsibility Adviser to 
Oxford Diocese. 



Clergy News 

Revd Emma Antoine, Assistant 
Curate, SS Anne & Peter, High 
Wycombe, Wycombe Deanery, is to 
be Assistant Curate, All Saints 
Wokingham, Sonning Deanery; 
Revd Brendan Bailey, Rector, 
Nettlebed with Bix, Highmore, 
Pishill and Rotherfield Greys, is to 
be also. Priest in Charge, Nuffield; 
Revd Dr Mark Balfour, Assistant 
Curate, St Andrew & St 
Bartholomew, Churchdown, Diocese 
of Gloucester, is to be Vicar, St 
Peter, Furze Platt, Maidenhead and 
Windsor Deanery; Revd Lisa 
Cornwell, Curate, Newport Pagnell 
with Lathbury and Moulsoe, is to be 
Vicar, Crowthorne, St John the 
Baptist, Sonning Deanery; Revd 
Andrew Frearson, formerly 
Interim Rector of Christchurch 
Episcopal Church, Atlanta, USA, is 
to be Team Vicar, Bracknell Team 
Ministry with responsibility for St 
Andrew's; Revd Christopher 
HuxtaMe, Associate Vicar, 


Blewbury, Hagbourne & Upton and 
South Moreton with North 
Moreton, Aston Tirrold and Aston 
Upthorpe, is to be Rector, Mansfield 
with Jamieson, Bonnie Doon & Mt 
Buller, Wangaratta, Australia; Revd 
Ernesto Lozada-Uzuriaga, 
Assistant Curate, United Benefice 
of St Mary the Virgin Henley on 
Thames & St Nicholas Remenham, 
is to be Priest in Charge, Christ the 
Cornerstone, Milton Keynes; Revd 
Dr Charles Miller, formerly Rector 
of The Church of Transfiguration, 
New York, USA, is to be Team 
Rector, Abingdon; Revd Beatrice 
Pearson, Assistant Curate SS 
Michael & Mary Magdalene, 
Easthampstead, Bracknell Deanery, 
is to be Team Vicar, Loddon Reach, 
Reading Deanery; Revd Canon 
Robert Teare, Rector, Holy Trinity 
Winnall, Winchester Deanery, is to 
be Part time Chaplain to 
Community of St Mary the Virgin, 
Wantage; Revd Michael Williams, 
NSM in Kennington, is moving to 
the Exeter Diocese. 


Welcome to our church 


Is your church welcoming to strangers? Andrew and 
Nina Smith, parishioners at St Nicolas' Church in Wash 
Common, near Newbury, reflect on the first few months 
at their 'new' church and wonder, was their experience 
typical? What can we do to help turn visitors into friends 
and fellow members of our congregation? 



Is your church open to newcomers? 


GOING to a new church for the first time 
is a bit like starting at a new school. Will 
I be dressed properly? What will every- 
body look like? Where should I sit? More 
importantly (at church at least) is will we 
sense God here? Will we meet with Jesus? 
These were some of the questions that 
flooded our heads as we entered St 
Nicolas’ Church for the first time. With a 
hint of hesitation, trepidation and some 
nervousness we seated ourselves not sure 
what to expect. 

We don’t remember the service in any 
great detail. What we did recall was that 
it was a big church (a tad dark and damp 
in the late March morning), the speaker 
spoke well, and we received a firm hand- 
shake, a smile and a warm greeting when 
we arrived and left the building. 


Their reaching out to us really 
made a difference. It was 
pivotal to our decision to stay. 

But, how did the coffee thingy work 
afterwards and where was the collection 
plate? 

Despite some of our uncertainties, it 
was a good enough experience to want to 
come back again. On our second visit 
(and our third, fourth and fifth) our 
reflections were similar. 

I guess the thing we had trouble under- 
standing was how things really worked at 
St Nic’s What were the ministries of the 
church? What was the church doing? 
What were its priorities? Who did what? 
Where should we pay the 3 Op to get the 


Church newsletter? 

More fundamentally, 
how did everything fit 
together? With St Nic’s 
being such a large church 
it was difficult to match 
names to faces and it was 
really hard to get that sort 
of detail over coffee in the 
Church hall afterwards. 

What helped us enor- 
mously to take root were 
the very active encourage- 
ments from a couple who 
sat two rows in front of us 
in church during our 
fourth visit. They saw we 
were new (and new to Newbury too!) 
and went out of their way to make us feel 
welcome. Play dates were arranged for 
our children, followed up by a meal and 
an invite to their home. 

Their reaching out to us really made 
the difference. It was pivotal in our deci- 
sion to stay. Through their efforts we 
met other church members and could 
forge further relationships which helped 
us feel part of the community. 

Looking back we can’t help thinking 
that our experience is possibly atypical of 
newcomers at churches up and down the 
country. Perhaps, there are things that 
could be done differently. 

What might help is: more information 
about the life of the church on 
posters/photos at the back of the church 
with each active area of focus explained 
and a pictorial ‘who’s who’; and inclu- 
sion of specific activities or ministries in 
our corporate prayers during services. 


Don’t assume that people always know 
what is on. Take the time to actually 
invite people to events, offering to meet 
or collect them. 

Each of us need to take that step 
(beyond our comfort zone) of reaching 
out to a new face, introducing ourselves, 
and persisting with invites and offers of 
fellowship, until the newcomers have 
found a place that they feel at home in. 

Not surprisingly, perhaps the biggest 
lesson we have learnt is that the most 
effective way for any newcomer to take 
root in the Church is to have them join 
with smaller groups where real personal 
relationships can be forged that will last. 
People can get lost when left to the big 
crowd of the congregation. Our greatest 
task will be to find appropriate spaces for 
our newcomers. Then again, isn’t that 
what real fellowship is meant to achieve? 

Imagine, what might happen if we each 
could add just one family to our church 
this year... 


Women - we’re damned if we do and damned if we don’t! 



‘I don’t want to travel too much’, I 
explained to a colleague; ‘I have friends I 
want to see, and a cat to care for’. 
‘Well, I have a cat and a child’, came the 
short, rather superior reply; ‘so that is 
why I (with the emphasis on the T) can’t 
travel’. 

‘Mmmm’, I thought. So does that mean 
if I don’t have children my needs are 
some how less valuable, and that I should 
be prepared to adapt my life at the drop 
of a home pregnancy kit just because I 
don’t have a baby on my knee? 

Maybe I have a chip on my shoulder, 
or am over sensitive? But, aged 44 and 
still child free (not choice but a combina- 
tion of circumstances) what exactly am I 
for if I don’t breed? That’s the impression 
I get sometimes from the whole commu- 
nity, whether churched or unchurched. 

The Reading Chronicle reports that 
fifty percent of British women suffer low 
self esteem; are ‘people pleasers and their 
own worst critics’. I sometimes think the 


reason has to be that we’re damned if we 
do and damned if we don’t. 

Have kids, and you’ve betrayed your 
female sisters in the work force; don’t 
have them, and you’ve failed to fulfil 
your obligation to play your part in sus- 
taining the human race. Try and juggle 
the two and, unless you are Victoria 
Beckham and have several cosmetically, 
enhanced nannies, you can end up 
exhausted and frustrated. Do not think I 
am criticising those mothers who work 
and have kids. Not at all; I applaud it. 
But it can be a challenge. 

Get a pet then. I suppose that is 
one simpler and (literally) hairi- 
er solution. 


These are complicated times and one 
size does not fit all. Sadly, and I do mean 
sadly, I think the baby train has passed 
me by. However, I cannot believe that 
God’s love cannot extend to all of us, 
whether we are Mrs, Ms and/or mothers. 
So why is it that nearly 50 percent of us, 
if that survey is true, still feel ‘less than’ 
or apparently so self critical? 

Finding our way and God’s will is key, 
for me, in the modern maelstrom of 
mother/work/family/childfree-ness. 


Sometimes, though, it is a painful jour- 
ney. So often we women underplay our 
roles. I am ‘just’ a housewife is a phrase I 
hear all too often. How can you be ‘just’ 
a manager, accountant, counsellor, DIY 
expert, cook, nurse, cleaner and carer? It 
seems an impossible job description and 
few men would apply. 

Get a pet then. I suppose that is one 
simpler and (literally) hairier solution. I 
have a cat and I love her to bits. There is 
no doubt she is a surrogate child. She has 
a personality and talks, in her cat like 
way, loudly. They grow up too quick, 
though, these days don’t they? I’ve 
banned her from operating the video and 
said ‘no!’ to the Ipod. Animals aren’t 
what they’re used to be! 

Own too many pets and you could be 
in for a heavy fine. According to the 
Oxford Mail, some unruly professional 
dog walkers are causing havoc because 
their charges get out of control. 

As one council officer puts it: ‘Some try 
to walk seven or eight dogs at a time, and 
we’ve got a problem trying to clean up 
their poo’. Parents everywhere will no 
doubt sympathise. 

Clare Catford presents BBC Radio 
Berkshire's Sunday morning program- 
mme on 104.1 , 104.4, 95.4 and 94.6FM 
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to the editor 


A spirit of encouragement 


During a recent 
Songs of Praise from 
Christ Church 
Bishop Richard said 
that he wishes to be 
remembered as 
someone who 

encouraged others. 

Many have memo- 
ries of his encourage- 
ment to us as individ- 
uals, but I would like to 
acknowledge his brilliance as 
an encourager on the wider 
scale. 

Thinking about a Bishop to 
follow Patrick Rodger twenty 
years ago the Bishop's Council 
asked for a good communica- 
tor - and the powers-that-were 
came up trumps. Countless 
people of all faiths and none 
have been encouraged by 
Bishop Richard's broadcasts - 
particularly Prayer for the Day 
and later Thought for the Day - 
by his books, by his teaching. 
In the House of Lords he has 
been an ambassador for Christ, 
encouraging the nation as it 
tackled important issues of our 
time from fair trade and ethical 
investment, to housing and 
homelessness, to the treatment 
of asylum seekers, particularly 
those detained at Campsfield. 
But he has not only been a 
national and international fig- 
ure, we remember him as 'our' 
bishop. 

Sharing life long before the 
strategy for evangelisation 
came into being, Bishop 
Richard has encouraged the 
people of this Diocese by bring- 
ing us together. In the 
September after his arrival, the 
Diocese went on pilgrimage to 
Oxford, staying in the homes of 
local Christians. The parishes 
processed with their banners, 
led by Hungerford, and we 
made Eucharist in Broad Street. 


A few years later 
there was a mass 
exodus of the 
three counties to 
Butlins at Bognor 
Regis - we were 
blessed with out- 
standingly good 
weather, excellent 
speakers, marvel- 
lous opportuni- 
ties to learn, and the never to be 
forgotten entrance of the senior 
staff to the final Eucharist, each 
led by a little child. Most 
recently the weekend at High 
Wycombe - Bishop Richard 
stood on the lawn welcoming 
us all by name, the Archbishop 
of Canterbury joined us, and 
again there were opportunities 
to pray, to learn - but most of 
all to get to know each other, to 
meet old friends and make new 
ones. 

The sense of community 
resulting from these major 
undertakings has enhanced the 
work of the Diocese and 
encouraged us as individuals. 
The opportunities to ’break 
bread together' socially as well 
as sacramentally continue. The 
Diocesan Synod networks over 
‘bring and share’ lunches, the 
Bishop’s Council team builds 
with bacon butty breakfasts, 
General Synod members dine 
together. 

In saying that he wishes to be 
remembered as someone who 
encouraged others Bishop 
Richard may have been think- 
ing of individual people - but I 
would like to acknowledge and 
thank him for the ways he has 
encouraged the life and work of 
his Diocese, bringing us togeth- 
er to work towards the fulfil- 
ment of our purpose - to create 
caring, sustainable and growing 
Christian presence in every part 
of the Diocese of Oxford. 



BY 

PENNY KEENS 
DIOCESAN LAY 
CHAIR 


Interregnum timings; Dr Rowan Williams; Green energy suppliers; Obituaries 


interregnums 

I WAS interested by the letters 
in the April DOOR about 
vacancies and thought that it 
might help if I commented on 
some of the general principles 
involved in their timings. 

Broadly speaking nothing 
much can happen in begin- 
ning the process of filling an 
anticipated vacancy until the 
current incumbent (whether 
Parish Priest or a Bishop) has 
given a firm commitment to 
leaving on a particular date 
(whether by fixing a date for 
their licensing to a new post 
or by signing a Deed of 
Resignation). Once that is 
known then the process of 
appointing a successor can 
begin to get underway though 
the precise timings do vary 
greatly. For instance it may 
be that the Deanery is making 
changes to its pastoral plan, 
which can delay things. Or 
again, after a long incumben- 
cy the congregation may well 
need time to reflect on what 
has been going on before they 
are in a good position to 
explore the future needs of 
the Benefice. 

In the case of the Bishop of 
Oxford the timetable, is set 
for us by the Vacancy in See 
process which, in turn, 
depends at least to some 
extent on synchronising the 
diaries of both Archbishops. 
As it happens this has been 
moved on fairly quickly 
thanks to the fact that only 
one other Diocesan Bishop's 
post is vacant at present and 
we were not having to wait 
our turn in a queue. Even so 
I suspect that we are unlikely 
to have a new Bishop of 
Oxford in post much before 
the start of next year, and, 
depending on what job he is 
currently doing, it could be 
longer than that. 

As far as Benefices go the 
Clergy usually have to give 


three months' notice of their 
move and, in practice, vacan- 
cies last, on average, about 
eight months. One other fac- 
tor we try to bear in mind is 
the possibility of renting out 
the vicarage during a vacan- 
cy. With rents comfortably 
exceeding £1,000 per month 
in many parts of the Diocese 
it sometimes makes good 
sense to hold back on an 
appointment process for a 
few weeks in order to get a 
full six months' rental (the 
minimum time you are 
allowed to rent out a house 
for). 

I am well aware that there 
is plenty more that I could 
have said which I have not 
touched on, but I know I 
speak for all my colleagues - 
Bishops and Archdeacons 
alike - when I say that our 
goal at every vacancy is to 
work with the Patrons and 
Parish Representatives, along 
with Ministry Teams and the 
Congregations as a whole to 
appoint the person best suited 
to take the Benefice further 
on its life in God, and to go at 
a pace that will further that 
possibility. 

The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, 

Bishop of Dorchester 


No Conspiracy in Gospel 

WELL done to Archbishop 
Rowan for speaking out about 
the latest fads of alternatives 
beliefs to the true message of 
the gospel (Archbishop's 
Easter message, 16th April 
2006). 

The gospel message is sim- 
ple yet challenging, it requires 
humility and faith to accept 
Jesus Christ as your Lord and 
Saviour. 

Much easier to believe in 
some watered down substi- 
tute, or conspiracy theory, in 
fact just about anything. After 


all, when people stop believ- 
ing in God they don't believe 
in nothing, they believe in 
anything, and there are plenty 
of false prophets queuing up 
to take money from these 
gullible people. 

Simon Icke 

Aston Clinton, Bucks. 


Pray for our leaders 

THE leader of the Church of 
England - Dr Rowan Williams 
recently commented that the 
book of Genesis is no more 
real than a Harry Potter film. 

Well readers and believers 
will be together very con- 
cerned that this theatrical 
leader has expressed his own 
disbelief in God's word which 
undermines his position as 
someone who should be 
upholding the faith. 

Is Williams (as smooth talk- 
ing as he is) behaving more 
like a Druid than a Christian? 
He meanders about over the 
issue of homosexual priests - 
pontificates over salvation and 
behaves like a man possessed 
in inner thought and contem- 
plations of the bizarre. 

Is he not behaving a world 
apart from many of the 
Christians who frequent thq 
ever decreasing pews on a 
Sunday? 

Jesus came to set us free and 
to be free indeed - maybe we 
should pray that we should be 
set free from the nonsense of 
the leadership and whilst on 
the subject pray for Dr 
Williams because as it says in 
the Bible - the leaders are 
judged by God more harshly 
than we on that day of judge- 
ment. Perhaps Dr Williams 
should contemplate that day - 
if he believes it to be true or 
resign and get himself a posi- 
tion as a colourful actor in the 
next Harry Potter film. 

Ray Crossman 

Twyford Berkshire 


Greener energy advice 

THE [advertisement] feature 
by Matt Cresswell in the April 
DOOR prompts me to relate 
our experiences with green 
energy suppliers. 

Having changed our elec- 
tricity supplier to one of the 
green energy companies he 
quotes (Good Energy), we had 
within a few months a 'meter 
man' from Southern 
Electricity on our doorstep, 
and we let him in to read his 
meter. It turned out that he 
was also a salesman, saying 
that the green energy suppliers 
are in fact only billing compa- 
nies, implying that they do not 
own the equipment, or gener- 
ate the electricity. 

In our particular green ener- 
gy supplier's case, we had read 
that they had not actually 
invested in any green energy 
projects in recent years, and 
therefore agreed to switch 
back to our original supplier. 

Perhaps we were too easily 
taken in by this salesman's 
pitch, but there seems to be no 
independent source of infor- 
mation in this area. 

Obviously, generation of 
green energy is an essential 
aim, but better advice on how 
customers buy this is required. 

David and Jill Eldridge 

Berinsfield, Oxon 


Obituaries 

The DOOR is sad to report 
the death of Revd Keith 
Walklate, Associate Priest, 
Bloxham with Milcombe and 
South Newington and Revd 
Allan Woods who held 
Permission to Officiate in the 
Archdeaconry of Buckingham. 


Correction 

The cost of Marcus 
Braybrooke’s new book is 
£12.99 not £17.99 as previ- 
ously stated in the Reviews 
section of the April DOOR. 




ktadant Distibutor JW : tyftMgbftcn 


To advertise in The Door June issue simply call us on 020 7417 5802 
or email ads@churchnewspaper.com by 15th May. 
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Bishop at large 


The DOOR looks back ... 

For nearly two decades The DOOR has been on hand to capture moments of Bishop Richard's 
engagements, formal and informal, around the diocese; from ordinations, Royal visits and sup- 
port for major issues of our time, to children's gift days, animal blessings and trips to Taize. In 
a tribute to the Bishop this issue, DOOR photographer Frank Blackwell has trawled the 
archives to compile a pictorial trip through the last 19 years. We hope you enjoy the selection 
and perhaps recognise some of the faces and events. 



2 . 


Where and when 

The signing of the covenant of partnership between 
the dioceses of Oxford and Vaxjo, Sweden, in Christ 
Church Cathedral, April 2003. 

Marking the 10th anniversary of the ordination of 
women priests with a panel discussion. May 2004. 
Blessing a chasuble on the 40th anniversary of SS 
Mary and Berin Church, Berinsfield, October 2001. 
Dogs had their day at the Trindledown Farm Animal 
Retirement Home animal blessing, December 2001. 
With the RC Archbishop of Birmingham (seated right) 
after the dedication of the ecumenical chapel at the 
new Littlemore Mental Health Centre, 1996. 
Supporting the Make Poverty History campaign, 2005 
The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher is consecrated Bishop of 
Dorchester by the Archbishop of Canterbury at 
Westminster Abbey in October 2000. 

A Bishop and his bear - at the MU Prayers and Bears 
service in Beale Park, Berkshire, in June 1991. 

Blessing the fair at Witney Feast, September 1993. 
Meeting other fundraisers at PACT’S summer ball at 
Blenheim Palace in June 2005. 

After the installation of The Revd. John Henry Drury 
(front left) as Dean of Christ Church Cathedral, 1991. 
Time for fun as the Bishop opens Southcourt 
Adventure Playground in Aylesbury in 1992. 

Children’s Gift Day at Dorchester Cathedral, 1990. 

Let us know if you recognise the baby who had the 
Bishop’s eye view of proceedings. 

A joyous group set off on the Oxford Diocese Youth 
Pilgrimage to Taize in 1993. 

HM The Queen attended the celebratory service at 
Christ Church Cathedral to mark the 450th 
anniversary of the Diocese of Oxford in 1993. 
Welcoming Archbishop Desmond Tutu who preached 
at the Oxford University Mission in February, 1995. 
Meeting guests at the opening of the new Godly Play 
room at the Methodist Church in Abingdon in 2005. 


6 . 

7 - 

8 . 

9 * 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13- 

14- 

15- 
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17- 


Under Bishop Richard’s leadership 
the Diocese of Oxford has emerged 
as a national leader in creative 
mission and ministry. 

We wish him a long, happy and fruitful retirement 


cpass 

■ good m ws for all 



We are grateful for all the support and encouragement Bishop 
Richard has given to Church Army over many years. We are also 
conscious of the important contribution he has made both to 
the Church and the Nation through his commitment both to 
the work of the General Synod and the House of Lords. 

We wish him God’s richest blessing for a very long and happy 

retirement. 

Philip Johanson CA, OBE 
Chief Secretary, Church Army 


HUMAN 

FERTILISATION 



EMBRYOLOGY 

AUTHORITY 


Our debt to Bishop Richard is immense. 
The practice of assisted reproductive 
techniques and recent advances in cloning 
and stem cell science raise profoundly 
complex issues. 

The HFEA's responsibility to regulate in this 
field is daunting. 

Since his appointment in 2003, and particularly 
through his Chairmanship of our Ethics and 
Law Committee, Bishop Richard has provided 
a richness of thought and insight matched only 
by his characteristic warmth and humour. 

He has exemplified Einstein's dictum that 
science without religion is lame, religion 
without science, blind. 


ChrtcttmritAM 


‘The Rt Rev Richard Harries 
was a valued contributor to the 
Christian Aid board during the 1990s and it was a 
privilege to have him as a trustee. His tremendous 
theological insights and commitment to poverty 
eradication came through not only in his work on the 
board but also in his publications, broadcasting and 
other work.’ 

Dr Daleep Mukarji, Director, Christian Aid. 


The Church of England 
Children's Society extends 


B Th« 

Children's 
Society 

congratulations to the Bishop of ^a** 1 **' 3 * 
Oxford on his retirement. 

We thank the bishop for his longstanding 
support of our work and for speaking out in the 
debates in the House of Lords on the issues that 
affect isolated and vulnerable children. 


5 M SPCK and Feed the Minds send 
Bishop Richard our best wishes for 
his retirement, with our heartfelt 
thanks for his writing and his support, 
not least for vital educational projects 
in resource-poor communities 
world-wide. Education saves lives, 
reduces poverty and builds community. 

For more information visit www.feedtheminds.org 
and for Christian literature, visit www.spck.org.uk 
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An opportunity to explore the 


By Matt Cresswell 

Vocations Sunday, May 7, is 
an opportunity for people to 
reflect and discover what 
they believe might be God’s 
plan for their life. The con- 
cept is initiated by the 
Church of England who 
have produced an array of 
resources to help churches 
and individuals seek out 
their ‘vocation’. 

The word “vocation” origi- 
nally comes from the Latin 
vocare which literally means 
“to call” and the purpose of 
Vocations Sunday is for peo- 
ple to investigate their ‘call- 
ing’ in more detail. Although 
this article focuses on those 
who are looking into the 
ordained ministry, Vocations 
Sunday is for all walks of 
ministry and is effectively an 
area everyone should be 
involved with. See 
www.cofe-ministry.org.uk 
for more details of how you 
and your church can get 


involved. 

‘Taking up the cloth...” 

As a teenager Elizabeth 
Adekunle, aged 28 and now 
in her first year at Ridley 
Hall theological training col- 
lege in Cambridge, imagined 
herself living out a lavish 
career as a fine artist, travel- 
ling the world to find pictur- 
esque scenes to paint. As she 
became older she kept up her 
art but developed a social 
conscience which expressed 
itself in charity and develop- 
ment work. This conscience 
eventually led her to serious- 
ly embark on a career in the 
priesthood in which she 
hoped to incorporate her art- 
work and creative drive. 
Elizabeth cannot recognise a 
distinct moment when she 
suddenly knew she was 
going to be a priest. She says: 
“I suppose my calling was a 
process of spiritual growth 
and discernment over a peri- 
od of three years, until I 
began to realise that God 


was, and had been, at the 
very heart of this necessary 
process.” 

She felt that regardless of the 

outcome of the selection 
conference (the final panel 
when an aspiring priest’s fate 
is decided) the experience of 
the last three years would 
have a profound and positive 
effect on her life. 

Although much is asked of 
the students at Ridley Hall 
Elizabeth says meeting the 
challenges is immensely 
rewarding. She feels that her 
particular gift is listening to 
others and looks forward to 
a church where professional- 
ism does not create a frame- 
work in which people cannot 
truly relate to one another. 
Regarding women priests 
she is optimistic: “I think it is 
inevitable that in the future 
we will see more women 
coming forward for ordina- 
tion training. I suppose there 
will be enough women 
trainees when there are equal 



St Stephen's House, Oxford 

An Anglican foundation in the University of Oxford, offering formation, education 
and training for a variety of qualifications and ministries. 

Open Day 

Saturday 6 May 2006, 10.00am - 4.30pm 

Tea and coffee - available from 10.00am 
Mass - 12 00 noon 

Guest preacher. The Revd Philip North 

Administrator , ; Shrine of Our Lady of Watsmgham 

Buffet lunch - 1.00pm * 

Vocations addresses - 2.00pm 

A panel of vocations advisers will give a short presentation, followed by questions, 
discussion and a chance to arrange individual consultations. Those wishing to 
explore lay ministry, ordained ministry, and the religious life will find members of 
the panel able to address their concerns. 

Evensong and Benediction - 4.00pm 


St Stephen’s House 16 Marston Street Oxford 0X4 1JX UK 

Tel: +44 (0)1865 247874 Fax: +44 (0)1865 794338 Email: enquihes@ssho.oxac.uk 

Web: www.ssho.ox.ac.uk 


Ongoing throughout the day... 

Course consultations with individual members of staff 
Exhibitions on life at St Stephen* House and Christianity in Oxford 

If you're a potential student, thinking about your vocation, or just interested in seeing 
the college, you're welcome to join us. Children are welcome. 



amounts of men and women 
in ordained ministry. I sus- 
pect this won’t be for a while 
yet!” 

Andrew Sachs, aged 30, is 
now in his third year at Oak 
Hill College in North Lon- 
don. He had not always con- 
sidered the ministry and was 
originally intending on a sci- 
entific career after complet- 
ing his PhD from York 
University. However, during 
his doctorate studies he 
developed a growing convic- 
tion that he wanted to serve 
in a church and later went on 
to become a student worker 
at a London-based congrega- 
tion. At this time colleagues 
and friends recognised his 
leadership skills and from 
there on he decided to enrol 
onto a ministry training 
course. 

Apart from the theological 
education Oak Hill College 
provides Andrew had this to 
say: “I think there’s a real 
advantage for being at a resi- 
dential college because you 
learn in a Christian commu- 
nity where there’s mutual 
edification, where you can 
bounce off each other and 
also wrestle things through 
together.” 

Andrew also stresses that 
theological training college is 
not just for the academic 
elite but for anyone with a 
real passion to serve the 
Lord in ordained ministry. 
Despite some of the obvious 
intellectuals at his college 
there are also those from dif- 
fering backgrounds, not all 
university graduates, who 
each contribute to the com- 
munity at Oak Hill in indi- 
vidual and vital ways. 

The experiences relayed here 
by Elizabeth and Andrew are 
not rare: in 2005 some 578 
men and women were rec- 
ommended for further train- 
ing after attending a 
selection conference. The 
Church of England is in 
association with many col- 
leges throughout the coun- 
try, as well as Ridley and 
Oak Hill, with a wide range 
of available courses to suit 
all needs and persuasions. 

At the heart of the two above 
testimonies there is a clear 
sense of ‘calling’. Interpret- 
ing a ‘call’ is not something 
that needs to be battled out 
alone, Stephen Ferns, Voca- 
tions Officer for the Church 
of England’s Ministry Divi- 
sion, said: “If you feel called 


to ordained ministry or 
accredited lay ministry, you 
will have to let your sense of 
vocation be tested by those 
who have been appointed by 
the bishops to exercise dis- 
cernment on behalf of the 
Church.” 

Stephen Ferns’ website 
(www.cofe-ministry.org.uk) 
is a gold mine for anyone 
testing out their conviction 
regarding embarking on 
ordained ministry. The 
advice on the site outlines 
the Church of England’s nine 
criteria for testing whether 
this is the right career path 
for you. In the criteria it asks 
such questions as: 

a) Can you speak of a grow- 
ing sense of being called by 
God to ministry and mis- 
sion? 

b) Can you demonstrate a 
clear understanding of the 
Church of England tradi- 


tions? 

c) Do you have a clear 
understanding of your own 
temperament and character? 
What are your main 
strengths and weaknesses? 
After discerning this sense of 
‘calling’ comes a lengthy 
application process. The 
procedure for becoming 
ordained is, unsurprisingly, 
very thorough and inevitably 
takes time. Firstly the candi- 
date’s parish priest will write 
to the Diocesan authorities 
to recommend the applicant. 
The candidate will then meet 
up regularly with the Dioce- 
san Director of Ordinands 
(DDO) to discuss further 
whether this is the correct 
vocation for him/her by dis- 
cussing it in depth with them 
and often carrying out a psy- 
chological profile. If the 
DDO is convinced he/she 
will then commend them to 
the sponsoring Bishop who 





THE DOOR : May 2006 


13 


Advertising Feature 

route to your real vocation 



has the final decision. If successful the appli- 
cant will then be registered for a national 
'selection conference. , • 

This lasts three days and includes a tight 
schedule of interviews, group tasks, team- 
work, written work and socialising. The 
panel then decide whether the individual is 
suitable and if agreed will make a ‘recom- 
mendation’ to the sponsoring bishop who 
makes the final decision for further training 
at an appropriate institution. 

In the final year of training the sending dio- 
cese will try to place the candidate in their 
diocese but if there are no vacancies they will 
release them nationally to any area. Once a 
church selects the candidate they are then 
ordained by the diocesan bishop as a deacon 
and one year later as a priest. 

This is followed by Post Ordination Training 
for a period of three years to complete the 
process. 

I spoke to two Directors of Ordinands, Brian 
Leathard from Kensington in London and 
Canon Sue Field in Leicester. Their com- 
ments reflected the difference in trends 
regarding people entering ordained ministry 
across the country. 

Mr Leathard remarked that: “The London 
church is very much alive”. He believes this 
“aliveness” is prompting people to ask them- 
selves whether they are willing to offer their 
lives in service to God and that in many cases 
many are willing. He said the positive 
response of those entering ordained ministry 
is from people of all backgrounds, ages and 
gender and is also representative of the 
whole church spectrum; not just one branch. 


Canon Field’s observations were quite differ- 
ent. Although she witnesses a steady stream 
of men and women embarking on the min- 
istry she remarked on a severe lack of young 


people demonstrating interest. Unlike in 
London (where many potential clergy are 
considering ordained service while still in 
their 20s or even still at university) in Leices- 


ter and many other places in the UK, people 
tend to make the decision much later in life. 
Regarding this trend she said: “I think a lot 
of them want to make sure they are financial- 
ly secure before that. We desperately need 
good role models of younger clergy.” She 
highly recommended the Church Pastoral 
Aid Society’s (CPAS) vocational weekends 
which can be found at www.cpas.org.uk. 
However different the national trends may 
be, both agreed on the factors that confirm a 
‘calling’ to the ministry in that it must adhere 
to the nine criteria suggested by the Church 
of England and also that it is confirmed by 
those who know the candidate and can 
vouch for his/her character. 

Archbishop Rowan Williams offers some 
final, closing advice: “At the very heart of 
this calling is God’s invitation just to be 
there, in the middle of the Church, holding it 
in prayer, seeking God’s will for the Church’s 
future, trying to put yourself completely at 
the disposal of God for that future.” 



Oxford 

Ministry 

Course 




Open Evening 
1 6th May 2006 

at 

Ripon College 
Cuddesdon 


Oxford Ministry Course is 
based at, and operates in 
partnership with, Ripon 
College Cuddesdon. 

The part-time Certificate 
and Diploma in Theology 
and Ministry, validated by 
the University of Oxford, 
is open to ordinands, lay 
leaders, independent 
students and those 
engaged in tie diocesan 
portfolio programme. 

Cali Mrs Gill Pratley 
on: 01 865 208 260 
www.oxmin.org.uk 
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Stone Cream 


Exploring Fresh Expressions with Vaxjo 


by our cookery writer Ann Way 

Many years ago when my children were still young, I decided to get a qualification in cookery. 

I had been an ice skater and a film extra, but that was not much use to my family. So, I went to 
Amersham College and did a two-year, once-a-week cooking course and gained a high mark and 
felt I was a better cook and could earn a bit of income too. My decision to collect recipes from 
counties surrounding the Chiltern Hills was part of the projects we had to do for our City and 
Guilds Certificate. I got ‘hooked’ on the fun of digging out old recipes and made a little book 
of them for Amersham College ‘Festival One’. This recipe is one I had found in the Stone 
House archives. It’s very rich, but truly delicious! 

Ingredients 

9fl oz - 275 ml double cream 
9 fl oz - 275 ml milk 
whites of 2 free range eggs 

1 rounded tbsp castor sugar 
3 drops pure vanilla essence 

2 sheets gelatine or lOgm powdered gelatine 
strawberry jam 
hot water 

a little sherry, or Cointreau (optional) 

Method 

Melt the gelatine in 2 fl oz (55 ml) hot water. Whip the egg whites with a rotary whisk and add 
the sugar gradually as the whites begin to thicken. Then whip the cream until it is soft peaking 
in a large bowl. 

Add the egg whites and milk, whipping on a low whip. Lastly add the melted gelatine slowly. 
Place a good layer of strawberry or raspberry jam in the bottom of a pretty glass dish and pour 
the cream mixture on top. Set aside to set. Decorate the top of the dish with fresh strawberries 
or raspberries if you want to. 






L-R:The Revd Ian Fishwick (parish development adviser for Oxford), the Revd Magnus Lind, the 
Bishop of Dorchester, the Revd Hakan Sunnliden, the Archdeacon of Oxford and the Revd Mattias 


Ostborg. 

GUESTS from our Swedish partner diocese of 
Vaxjo have been exploring ‘Fresh Expressions’ 
of church in Buckinghamshire and 
Oxfordshire. Magnus Lind, Mattias Ostborg 
and Hakan Sunnliden are members of the cler- 
gy team in the Varnamo pastorate, serving a 
town of 35,000 in the western part of the dio- 
cese. 

After visiting the Revd Clive Collier (one of 
the pioneers of ‘cell church’ in the Church of 
England) in Hazlemere, the group saw how the 


Marlow team ministry is applying the insights 
of Fresh Expressions in a more traditional 
Anglican parish, and met the Revd Ian Adams 
who leads the mayBe community in Oxford. 
Then it was off to Christ Church Cathedral to 
talk with Rt Revd Colin Fletcher, Bishop of 
Dorchester, who has oversight of the Fresh 
Expressions agenda across the diocese, and 
with the the Ven. Julian Hubbard, Archdeacon 
of Oxford, who chairs the diocesan unity 
group, before enjoying choral evensong. 


Shades of Glass Studio 



Lead Light and 
is Windows, 


Craftsmen built 
Stained Class 
Specialists in Church Window 
refurbishment and 
replacement 


Call us for a no 
obligation quotation on: 

★ Lead lights 

★ Vandal damage 

★ Hand painted detail 

★ Stained glass and 
engraved detail 

★ Polycarbonate weather 
8 vandal-proof 

protective sheeting 

★ Galvanised 8 Stainless 

Steel protective grills 

References available, 
work undertaken on 
many local churches 
and colleges 

INTEREST FREE TERMS AVAILABLE 
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Shades of Glass 12 Fane Drive 
Berinsfield, Oxon 0X10 7NB 


Introducing 
THE RESOURCE PAGE 

This month we are re-introducing a handy Resources Page 
offering a low cost option to keep your name regularly and 
easily to hand when church leaders need it, and this WILL 
APPEAR in The Church of England Newspaper and two 
monthly Diocesan newspapers - the Oxford Diocesan title 
The Door, which circulates 40,000 copies in Oxfordshire, 
Bucks and Berks, and the Newcastle Diocese newspaper The 
Link, with 15,000 copies. 

63,000 copies (158,000+ readers) for as little as £9.75 per see 
(+vat) on a series of 9 or more. 

It will appear in CEN on the last Friday of the month, and in the 
next month’s two diocesan papers (copies in churches by the 
first of the month). The deadline for each month is 15th. 

You can book into this feature for just £15 per s.c.c. or SAVE 
by taking a series at a substantial discount on the basic rate: 

3-5 issues - 25% off (=£11.25 per see + vat) 

6-9 issues - 30% off (=£10.50 per see + vat) 

10-12 issues - 35% off (=£9.75 per sec + vat) 

Contact us by email at ads@churchnewspaper.com, ring 020 
7417 5800 and ask for advertising, or fax us on 020 7216 6410. 
Any of our staff, Craig, Sue, Heinrich or Chris will be delighted 
to serve you. 

Deadline for June: May 15th 
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World Church 


World Council of Churches meet in Brazil 


Bv Martin Conwav 

AROUND 5,000 people recently took 
part in the ninth Assembly of the 
World Council of Churches (WCC), 
held this year in the Catholic 
University of Brazil’s Porto Alegre. 

Founded in Amsterdam in 1948, 
the WCC exists ‘to promote 
Christian unity in faith, witness and 
service for a just and peaceful 
world’, and currently has 348 mem- 
ber churches representing more than 
560 million Christians in over 110 
countries. These include all the 
Eastern Orthodox and most of the 
‘historic’ Protestant churches in 
every continent and region. 

The Assembly meets about every 
seven years and I have had the 
extraordinary privilege of serving as 
a simultaneous interpreter, from 
German, French and Spanish into 
English, at all the Assemblies of the 
World Council of Churches since its 
third gathering in New Delhi in 
1961. 

I began as a recent graduate in 
Modern Languages. The WCC lan- 
guage staff gave me a quick test and, 
despite my having done precisely no 
interpreting before, shipped me off 
to India. 


Each of the seven Assemblies I 
have attended has been a miracle, 
and each very different in both its 
setting and its handling of the major 
issues before it. 

The meeting in Brazil was the first 
in Latin America and they eagerly 
hosted WCC representatives with 
their special rhythms, delicious foods 
and zest for life. 

Among my memories of WCC 
meetings, I shall revisit time and time 
again Archbishop Rowan’s address 
on ‘Christian Identity and Religious 
Plurality’, for the way he sees 
Christians as standing alongside 
neighbours of other faiths not just as 
themselves, but in the name of Jesus 
in a position that Jesus defines for us 
and where we are called to respond 
to the neighbour in the sort of way 
Jesus would have done in his time. 

I shall also treasure the council’s 
exploration of proceeding towards 
decisions by seeking consensus and 
learning from one another (perhaps 
most from those who start in a posi- 
tion very different to one’s own) 
which was positive and hope-giving. 

Another treasured memory is 
Martin Luther King sound-alike, the 


Revd Robina Marie Winbush, of the 
Presbyterian Church in the USA, for 
her eloquence and the f emotional 
punch of her sermon in the closing 
act of worship. Rooted in both bibli- 
cal understanding and social sensi- 
tivity of high quality, she called forth 
tears of hope and promise as she 
talked of groups and people she had 


Vitally important were 
the urgent proposals to 
work for access to clean 
water as a basic human 
right for all our fellow 
citizens of plant Earth. 


met on her journey to Porto Alegre, 
through some of the most hurting 
places in Latin America, as ‘That’s a 
healing leaf ’. She challenged us all 
to go forth and serve as other leaves 
of the tree of life that is God’s gift for 
the healing of the nations. 

There is so much else that deserves 
to be mentioned. For example a 
wholly unexpected conversation in a 
Bible Study group with the highly 


articulate Sami from Lapland, burst- 
ing with all that the world's remain- 
ing 'indigenous peoples' can offer a 
'civilisation' that now realises it is 
ruining our climate, our water 
resources, our planetary home. 

I remember, also, an 'ecumenical 
conversation' on Human Sexuality. 
Drawing on experience of a group 
that has been at work since the pre- 
vious Assembly we devised sugges- 
tions for the incoming Central 
Committee (the WWC’s elected deci- 
sion-making body) about how that 
group could best help Christians and 
churches of often sharply contrasting 
outlooks to listen to one another and 
work towards appropriate 'consen- 
sus' patterns to avoid tearing them- 
selves apart. * 

Then there were the carefully 
researched 'statements' about the 
desirable reform of the United 
Nations and the innovative concept 
of sovereignty as a duty-bearing sta- 
tus with a 'responsibility to protect' 
the world's most vulnerable popula- 
tions. 

Vitally important were the urgent 
proposals to work for access to clean 
water as a basic human right for all 


our fellow-citizens of planet Earth. 

Also notable was the totally unex- 
pected letter to the Assembly from 
the US conference for the WCC, 
acknowledging; 'that we are citizens 
of a nation that has done much in 
these years to endanger the human 
family and to abuse the creation ... 
Sisters and brothers in the ecumeni- 
cal community, we come to you 
grateful for hospitality we don't 
deserve, for an embrace we don't 
merit. From a place seduced by the 
lure of empire we come to you in 
penitence, eager for grace, grace suf- 
ficient to transform spirits grown 
weary from the violence our nation 
has sown. Christ have mercy.' 

Like all the other British 

Christians who were there, at least 
50 of us, I would be happy to share 
more fully with you the papers and 
photographs from it all, and to talk 
further about this Assembly and all 
that it may deserve to mean for us. 
Let the questions roll! 

Martin Conway is chairman of the 
Diocesan Board of Social 

Responsibility. He can be contacted 
on 0186S 723085. 
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The Ride of your life... 


By Matt Cresswell 

THE UK’s largest one-day 
Christian pop and rock show will 
again take place at Alton Towers 
this summer. The event, which 
usually attracts crowds of around 
12,000, is organised by Ultimate 
Events and takes place on 
Saturday May 20 featuring music 
from top UK and American groups 
and artists including Rebecca St 
James and Matt Redman. 


The UK’s most prestigious theme 



"Our Dad " 


-for Uplifting Live Jazz Funk 
Music for parties and functions. 
Seen at Soul Survivor 
and to be found at: 

www.Our-Dad.com 


park is renowned for its white- 
knuckle rides including Nemesis 
and Oblivion as well as all the wild, 
wacky themed zones for all ages. 
Last year a new ride ‘Rita - Queen 
of Speed’ was launched delivering 
an incredible 0-100kph in just 2.6 
seconds. 

Ultimate events organisers 
intend, however, that the evening 
line-up of music and worship will 
be the over-riding memory that 
people take home with them. 

The concert kicks off with South 
London band Green jade with their 
explosive blend of Hip Hop and 
humour to set the pace for the 
evening. Later RPM from the 
Abundant Life Church in Bradford 
will entertain the crowd followed 
by gifted and talented worship 
leader Matt Redman with his 
renowned song-writing that both 
inspires and challenges. Two big 
American names also join the bill, 
Rebecca St James and Michael Tait. 


Rebecca will dazzle listeners with 
her cutting-edge brand of pop-rock 
fusion while Michael Tait, of DC 
Talk fame, will bring the evening to 
a climax with his new band — 
‘TAIT’. 

Also present are an impressive 
array of Graffiti Artists, Ball 
Jugglers, Magicians, a football cage 
and DJs. 

Billy Richie, Ultimate Events 
Operations Director says: “In a day 
that so many people see the church 
as irrelevant our passion at 
Ultimate is to host a day which 
demonstrates to everyone what 
being a follower of Christ really 
means. We believe that the journey 
involves a life of radical worship, 
devoted friendships, developing 
maturity, unselfish service and most 
of all the vital vocation of sharing 
our discovery of a relationship with 
God.” 

He added: “We want to ask 
everyone attending to bring their 


friends and families, who have 
started this journey with God, to a 
day that could well change their 
lives forever.” 

The Ultimate Event day out at 
Alton Towers has been running for 
10 years and has become the 
biggest one-day Christian event on 
the calendar. For more information 
visit www.ultimateevents.org.uk. 
The organisers have given us two 
tickets for this event to give away. To 
enter the competition, simply answer 
the following question and send your 
answer on a postcard to 

Ultimate Event Competition, 

The Door, Central House, 142 
Central Street, 

London EC1V 8AR 
by May 12. 

Question: Name the band in which 
Michael Tait was formerly a mem- 
ber. 

Normal competition rules apply. 




MATT REDMAN 


Compassion UCB 


Morning-Afternoon: Spend the day at Alton Towers 
Evening: Open Air Concert 


Alton Toinei 


PLUS mORE 

FULL DETAILS: www.ultiwateevents.org.uk 

"SSB QlSoS 550QC5 
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Time to get away 


Matt Cresswell 

There can be an overwhelm- 
ing choice of holidays and 
conferences available during 
the summer period. However, 
it need not be a headache try- 
ing to decide where to spend 
those vital weeks away from 
the work place. Whether you 
prefer relaxing on a beach 
with a Pina Colada and a 
good book or whether a week 
or two of Bible teaching is 
more to your liking, there is 
plenty to chose from over the 
summer months. 

Le Pas Opton is a recre- 
ation park owned by Spring 
Harvest Holidays who run 
breaks at the location 
throughout the summer con- 
centrating in the high season 
July 17 to September 4. Based 
on the West Coast near 
Nantes the park offers a relax- 
ing environment, close to the 
coast with a choice of accom- 
modation including mobile 
homes, fully equipped tents 
and attractive secluded villas. 
A programme is offered for 
families such as a morning 
reflection and bible study, 


www.springharvestholidays.c 

om). 

For those with a more flex- 
ible budget and a taste for 
adventure Pax Travel offer a 
range of tours covering Italy, 
Peru, Sweden and Spain. 
Travelers are invited to sample 

Greenbelt Festival 


activities for children, after- 
noon sports and leisure 
options, evening worship, 
entertainment and events. A 
similar program is also avail- 
able outside of the high sea- 
son. Le Pas Opton is located 
near four excellent golf cours- 
es with equipment available 
on hire for keen golfers. 
Spring Harvest also provide a 
holiday for those travelling 
alone or without children; The 
French Houseparty runs from 
September 4-11 and features 
bible teaching from Rob and 
Marian White and worship 
from Sue Rinaldi plus band. 
For all information see: 


the delights of Rome (from 
June 8 - 12) and climb the 
famous Santa Scala steps, 
marvel at St. Peter’s Basilica 
and explore the Colosseum 
under the leadership of an 
experienced escort. Or you 
could consider a tour of Peru 
(August 16-29) which, under 
the guidance of Rev’d David 
Chance, visits the valley of the 
Condors, the site of the 
famous ‘Chullpas’ burial tow- 
ers and the lost city of the 
Incas, Machu Picchu, among 
other compelling attractions. 
Other trips include tours of 
Sweden (August 25 - 

September 1) and Andalucia 
in Spain (September 11 - 16). 




Listed tours are ecumenical, 
Roman Catholic packages are 
also available, call 020 7485 
3003 for more details or visit 
www.paxtravel.co.uk 

If you’re looking for con- 
ferences then look no further. 
Keswick ministries in 
Cumbria are running three 
bible teaching weeks from July 
15 to August 4 along the 
theme of ‘The church in the 
Power of the Spirit’. Speakers 
Chris Wright, Luis Palau, 
Vaughan Roberts and Amy 
Orr-Ewing will tackle the con- 
cept of ‘church’ and how it 
should be at the centre of our 
evangelism. Based in Keswick 
town centre the actual confer- 
ence does not cost anything, 
although they suggests a £55 
contribution, visitors are 
encouraged to find accommo- 
dation in the town and there is 
a Keswick Visitor Information 
and Accommodation Guide 
available (see 

www.keswick.org for more 
information). 

New Wine are hosting their 
‘Heavenbound’ conferences at 
the Royal Bath and West 
Showground, Shepton Mallet, 
Somerset over from July 30 to 
August 5 and also at Newark 
and Nottinghamshire County 
Showground, Newark from 
July 22 - 28. The theme is 
‘God has placed eternity in 
our hearts and points us heav- 


enward’, hosted by John and 
Anne Coles , a team of speak- 
ers (David Cole and others) 
and worship leaders will aim 
to look deeper into what 
Christ has won for us ‘here 
and now’ while we look for- 
ward to an everlasting hope. 
With a wide range of seminars 
there is also the chance to see 
fringe events and the latest 
Christian artists and bands 
while enjoying a fresh cup of 
coffee at ‘The Village’. 
www.new-wine.org/events 
New Wine’s sister ‘Soul 
Survivor’ offers more Shepton 
Mallet based fun while focus- 
ing on its theme ‘In Spirit and 
in Truth’. Hosted by Mike 
Pilavachi and Ali Maclnnes 
who will discuss the essence of 
worship with live music from 
Tim Hughes, Lex Brodie and 
Ben Cantelon. There will also 
be teaching from J John (week 
A and B) and Brother Andrew 
(week B) with added insightful 
and inspired thoughts from 
Mike. Further seminars on 
leadership, gifts of the spirit, 
outreach at college / university 
and also sessions for those 
who are new to the faith. A 
range of cutting edge 
Christian bands will perform 
including folk apostles 
‘Spoken Groove’, 

‘Onehundred hours’ and the 
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passionate and intense 
‘Superhero’. www.soulsur- 
vivor.com/uk/events 

Located on the stunning 
North Devon coast where 
Exmore meets the sea Lee 
Abbey (Christian Conference, 
Retreat and Holiday Centre) 
are running a non stop selec- 
tion of engaging events, this 
summer, lasting as long as a 
day to a week. There are ses- 
sions on counselling, encoun- 
tering God, music and media 
for 21st century mission, cre- 


ative writing seminars, 
Hollywood, and bringing the 
Bible to life among many, 
many other events including 
the provocatively titled, 
‘Bacon sandwiches and salva- 
tion with Adrian and Bridget 
Plass’. To book time at Lee 
Abbey contact them at 
www.LeeAbbey.org.uk or call 
01598 752 621 for an inspir- 
ing break from reality. 

Finally, calling all music 
and art devotees; this year’s 
Greenbelt Festival runs from 
August 25 -28 at the 

Cheltenham Racecourse in 
Gloucestershire. Featuring 
music from Daniel 
Beddingfield, T Bone Burnett, 
Kevin Max, and the Ukulele 
Orchestra of Great Britain 
amongst others. Also worth 
investigating is a gamut of 
comedy and performing arts 
from the likes of Jude Simpson 
and Big Wooden Horse. 
Particularly note-worthy are a 
cluster of films shown this 
year, one about the legendary 
‘Frisbee’ entitled ‘The Life and 
Death of a Hippie Preacher’ 
by David Di Sabatino dis- 
cussing the death of a church 
planting ‘Jesus Freak’ who 
died of AIDS. Also on the bill 
is Glenn Patterson, who after 
leaving his Christian faith 
twenty years ago, talks to 


Abbey Lee, Devon 

evangelical Christians and 
examines what it means to be 
‘born again’ in Northern 
Ireland today, www.green- 
belt.org.uk 

I hope this is a useful round 
up of summer events. For 
more information on 
Christian holidays follow 
these links: happy surfing! 
www.christianholidayson- 
line.co.uk , www.christianhol- 
idayguide.co.uk/, 
www.oakhall.co.uk, 
www.mastersun.co.uk 
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COURSES TRAINING CONFERENCES WORKSHOPS 


Door 

Ion 


APRIL 

Sun 30 AMERSHAM ON THE 
HILL Russian liturgial and folk 
music (Hermitage Ensemble, St 
Petersburg), St Michael & All 
Angels, 8 pm. Tickets 01494 
726680. 

MAY 

Mon 1 BULSTRODE, Gerrards 
Cross. WEC International 
‘Celebration Africa’ Open Day 
10am-5.30pm. Events from 
11.15am. 01753 278103, email 
<info@wec-int.org>; <www.wec- 
int.org.uk>. 

Thu 4 OXFORD Retired Clergy 
Association ‘Nathaniel Woodard - a 
Victorian Vision for Christian 
Education’, Priory Room, Christ 
^ Church, 10.30am (coffee 10.15). 
01865 883805. 

Thu 4 CHIPPING NORTON 

Mission Shaped Rural Church: 
North Oxfordshire 8c Cotswolds 
Rural Study Group, Rockhill 
Cottage, 7.30pm. 01295 788021, 
<glynpe@tiscali. co.uk> 

Thu 4 NEWBURY Mothers’ 
Union West Berkshire Area festival 
service, St Nicholas Church 7.30pm 
(non-members welcome). 

Fri 5-Sun 7 CHESHAM Art 
Exhibition (local artists), Christ 
Church, Waterside. Fri. 7.30- 
9.30pm, Sat. 10am-5pm, Sun. 
llam-5pm. 01494 725228. 

Fri 5-Sun 7 THATCHAM 
Mothers’ Union Diocesan Retreat 
(‘Answering God’s Call’) Cold Ash 
Centre; come for weekend or day. 
01865 726308, <muoxford@ 

prioryroom.freeserve.co.uk>. 

Sat 6 ABINGDON Fair Trade 
Tasting Event St Helen’s Church 
7pm; Traidcraft presentation 
. 7.30pm; tastings 8pm; wine (or 


alternative) tasting 8.30pm. Tickets 
£5. 01235 529287. 

Sat 6-Sun 7 COTTISFORD 

‘Words and Music’ Flower Festival 
St Mary’s Church 10am-6pm. 
Refreshments Old Rectory lawn. 
01280 847991. 

Sun 7 HIGH WYCOMBE 

Amateur Variety Show, St Mary 8c 
St George Church 7pm. Tickets 
01494 473866, 473780, 527495. 

Sun 7 BLETCHINGDON Garden 
open, Monk’s Head, Weston Rd 
(park at church) 2-6pm. Flowers, 
old photos, Songs of Praise 
(6.30pm) St Giles’ Church. 

Sat 13 THAME Contemplative 
Fire Living the Mystery, Thame 
Bams Centre. Book 01494 758878; 
<www.contemplativefire.org>. 
Sat 13-Sun 21 MORTIMER St 
Mary’s Festival will feature local 
Artists History group and bell- 
ringers- 

Sun 14 HIGH WYCOMBE May 

Fayre, stalls, morris dancers, St 
Mary 8c St George Church 2pm. 

Sun 14 OXFORD Celtic 
Eucharist, 6pm Holy Trinity, 
Headington Quarry. 

Sun 14-Fri 26 STRATFIELD 

MORTIMER Annual Festival. Sat 
14 Flower Festival 10-5pm; 
Concert (Parish Choir of St Mary’s 
8c St John’s) 7.30pm. Sun 15 
Flowers 10-1 1.30am, l-4pm; Sat 
21 Eton College Chapel Choir con- 
cert 7.30pm. Full details 0118 933 
3704. Tickets 0118 933 2583. 

Hie 16 LOWER EARLEY Trinity 
Church Buildings Fund sponsored 
Bible read. 9.30am. call 0118 931 
3124 for details. 

Hie 16 MILTON KEYNES 

‘Friends of the Church in India’ 
Lecture, ‘Leadership Models in the 
Indian Church’ (Revd Fr Monodeep 


Daniel), Christ Church, Stanton- 
bury Campus 7.30pm (curry meal 
6.30pm, £5, booking essential 
01908 606395, <roy@joymartin. 
fsnet.co.uk. 

Fri 19 WOODSTOCK Piano 
Recital. Music by Bach, Beethoven, 
Greig, Liszt, Chopin, Schubert. 
Parish Church 7.30pm. Tickets 
01993 813268. 

Fri 19-Sun 21 THAME St Mary’s 
Church Flower Festival, Fri 
10am-7pm (‘Summertime’ soprano 
8c piano concert, 1-2 pm, 4-5pm); 
Sat 10am-7pm; Sun 1-4 (Choral 
Evensong). Refreshments. 

Sat 20 HOOK NORTON Tudor 
choral music concert (North 
Cotswold Chamber Choir), St 
Peter’s Church 7.30pm. Tickets 
01608 677304, <www.tickets@nc3. 
org.uk>, or on door. 

Sat 20 ROTHERFIELD PEP- 
PARD In an arbour green’ concert 
(early 20th-century English music). 
All Saints’ Church 8pm. 
Refreshments, collection for 
Christain Aid. 0118 972 2844. 

Fri 26 CHIPPING NORTON 
Ysaye String Quartet 7.30pm. St 
Mary the Virgin Church 7.30pm. 
Tickets 01603 628319. 

Sat 27 CHIPPING NORTON 
English Chamber Orchestra, St 
Mary the Virgin Church 7.30pm. 
Tickets 01603 628319. 

Sat 27 CHENIES Rare opening of 
Bedford Chapel (annexed to St 
Michael’s Church) open by permis- 
sion of Duke of Bedford 9am-5pm. 
Entry by timed ticket: 01923 
284433, <cheniesrectory@aol.com> 
(also 29 May). 

Sat 27-Sun 4 June WOOT- 
TON, Boars Hill. Artweeks exhi- 
bition: paintings, music, words of 
sacred songs, St Peter’s Church, 


2-5. 30pm, free. 

Sat 27-Sun 4 June WHEAT- 

LEY ‘Celebrating God’s Gift of 
Creativity’, part of Artweeks 2006. 
Sat 27-Mon 29 BROUGHTON, 

near Banbury. St Mary’s Church 
700th Anniversary Flower Festival: 
life and festivals of church. Sat 8c 
Mon 1 lam-5 pm; Sun l-6pm. 
Refreshments Saturday. 01295 
263352 

Sat 27-Mon 29 PITSTONE 

Spring Festival of Art 8c Flowers, St 
Mary’s Church. Sat 2-6pm; Sun 
11am- 5pm, Evensong 6pm; Mon 
11am- 6pm. Refreshments. 01296 
660544. 

Sat 27-Mon 29 WOODCOTE 

‘Celebrations’ Flower Festival, St 
Leonard’s Church. Refreshments, 
sales. Sat, Mon 10am-5pm; Sun 
11.30am-5pm. 01491 680596. 

Sun 28 HARWELL St Matthew’s 
Harwell and All Saints’ Chilton 
Songs of Praise, 6pm Craft 
Marquee, Recreation Ground. 

Sun 28-Mon 29 SONNING on 
Thames Scarecrow Trail, inc. St 
Andrew’s Church Floral Displays 8c 
Open Gardens llam-5pm. Refresh- 
ments. £3. 0118 934 1762. 

Mon 29 DENHAM Village Fayre 
10.30am-4pm. 01895 237498. 
Mon 29 CHENIES Bedford 
Chapel open; see 27 May. 

JUNE 

Thu 1 OXFORD Retired Clergy 
Association Mrs Juliet Campbell 
CMG will be the speaker. The meet- 
ing will be followed by a shared 
lunch. 01865 883805. 

Sun 4 ABINGDON Roger Jones’ 
musical Saints Alive on first 
Pentecost; part of Church in 
Abingdon for 450th anniversary of 
town’s charter. Amey Theatre 8pm. 


Courses, Workshops 

Prayer for Children at Risk 
3-4 June World Weekend of 
Prayer for Children at Risk 
St Aldate’s Church Sat 12-6pm 
Fun prayer children’s activity ses- 
sion 2-4pm (Viva Network) 
Cathryn Hall , tel. 01865 320121 , 
<chall@viva.org>. Resources 
<www. viva. org/pray>. 

Exploring Your Spirituality 

8 May (6 weeks) Run by 
Anglican churches in Kidlington 
with Hampton Poyle (especially, 
for those who are not church 
members) Adult Education Centre, 
Gosford Hill School, Kidlington 
7-9pm, £15. 

Jill Buckeldee, do Parish Office , 

19 Mill St , Kidlington OX5 2EE , 
tel. 0790 6964759 , <jillbuck- 
eldee@mac.com>. 

Space courses at St Mary’s 

8 May Eight week assertiveness 
course for young adults, and 

20 May Building Confidence - a 
day course for women. At St 
Mary’s Church, Aylesbury. 

Anne or Kate at Space St Mary’s 
Church. Tel. 01296 432769 

Vocations 

11 May A day in the life of a 
curate (transition from secular 
employment to stipendiary min- 
istry) Revd Linda Green Diocesan 
Church House, 7.30pm. 
(Oxford/Dorchester Vocations 
Fellowship) 

22 May The work of a Church 
Army evangelist Capt Hugh 
Boorman CA St Nicolas Church, 
Earley, Reading 8pm. (Berkshire 
Vocations Fellowship) Debbie 
Dallimore , tel. 01865 208291. 


Church Teas 

Hughenden Church House is sell- 
ing cream teas etc. on Sundays 
and Bank Holidays to 22 Oct, 
2.15-5.15pm. Proceeds to church, 
Church House, charities 

Is your church doing teas over 
the summer? Please let The 
Doorpost have the details for 
our ‘Church Teas’ fist in June 
(deadline at the top of the page) 


Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins; 
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 
6pm Evensong 

Weekdays: 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 
6pm Evensong (Thursdays 
Sung Eucharist 6pm); 
Wednesdays only 1 .05pm 
Holy Communion 

Praying at One: new ten- 
minute service of prayer at 
1pm Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, Fridays in the 
Latin Chapel 
Cathedral office: 01865 
276155, 

<www.chch.ox.ac.uk> 


BBC RADIO OXFORD 95.2 
BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday 
Breakfast 
Sundays 6-9 am 
Local religious views, church 
news, favourite hymns 


May Prayer Diary compiled by Pam Gordon 


‘Blessed are the people who 
know the joyful sound! They 
walk,0 Lord , in the light of 
your countenance.’ 

Psalm 89:15 

Let us pray to God our Father 
through His son Jesus Christ, in 
the power of the Holy Spirit for: 

Mon 1 PHILIP AND JAMES 

Sonning Deanery. 

Give thanks for spiritual and 
numerical growth in the 
Deanery. Pray that the Deanery 
Mission plan will bear fruit. Pray 
for the Big Idea summer initia- 
tive. For area dean - David 
Hodgson: synod lay chairman - 
g Judith Scott. 

Tde 2 Arborfield with 
Barkham: clergy - Piers 
Bickersteth, Timothy Silk, John 
Parker: licensed lay minister - 
Russell Shipton. Bear Wood: 
clergy - Haigh Etches. 

Wed 3 California: clergy - 
Carol Edwards, Hugh Wakeling. 
Crowthorne: church wardens 
during the vacancy: licensed lay 
- ministers - Hazel Berry, Gillian 
Gyenes, Lewis Simmons. 

Thu 4 Finchampstead: clergy - 
Richard Warden, John Edwards: 
licensed lay minister - Keith 
Atton. Hurst: clergy - John 
Coombs, Clifford Smith: licensed 


lay minister - Pat Smith. 

Fri 5 Owlsmoor: Roy Burgess. 
Ruscombe and Twyford: clergy - 
Simon Howard, Sally Dakin, 

Tim Dakin: licensed lay ministers 
- Paul Minton, Geoffrey Pugh. 
Sat 6 Sandhurst: clergy - John 
Castle, John White: licensed lay 
worker - Phillip Dixon. . 
Sonning: clergy - Chris Clarke, 
Michael Forrer: licensed lay min- 
isters - Bob Peters, David Sims. 


THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF 
EASTER 

Sun 7 VOCATIONS SUNDAY 
For members of the Diocesan 
Vocations Network: acting chair 
- Marilyn Parry, deanery repre- 
sentatives and specialist advisers. 
We give thanks for the variety of 
gifts expressed in different voca- 
tions and pray for the initiatives 
of Cutting Edge Ministries. 

Mon 8 Wargrave with Knowl 
Hill: clergy - John Ratings, 
Pamela Gordon, Judith Thomas, 
Bob Whiteley, Peter Akehurst. 
Wokingham: clergy - David 
Hodgson, Michael Johnson, 

Tony Kemp, Colin James. 

Tde 9 Wokingham St Paul: 
clergy - John Connell, Kenneth 
Flood, Roy Holmes, Jo Harrison: 
licensed lay minister - Jane 
Stillman. Wokingham St 


Sebastian: clergy - Andrew 
Marsden, Paul Parks, Erik 
Fudge: licensed lay ministers - 
Jill Bright, Ann Potts. 

Wed 10 Woosehill 
Conventional District: minister - 
Libby Godden: licensed lay min- 
ister - Elaine Steere. 

Thu 1 1 For the places of 
employment within the deanery 
where Christians work and serve 
their vocations. 

Fri 12 Oxford Deanery. 

The Parishes of the Oxford 
Deanery are seeking ways in 
which they can support each 
other. We recognise that there 
are many different expressions of 
Worship within our Deanery and 
that there are important theo- 
logical issues that need to be 
addressed. We pray that we may 
grow to understand each other 
better and to appreciate the dif- 
ferent gifts that the Parishes pos- 
sess. For area dean Anthony 
Ellis: synod lay chairman - 
Diana McMahon: licensed lay 
ministers - Jeanne Lindley, 

Bruce Armour: industrial chap- 
lain - Barbara Hayes: ecumenical 
representative - Steve Hellyer. 

Sat 13 Oxford Deaf Church: 
clergy - Roger Williams, Ben 
Whitaker: licensed lay ministers 
- Bruce Armour. Diocesan coun- 
cil for the deaf chair - Ian 
Cohen. 


THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF 
EASTER 

Sun 14 CHRISTIAN AID 
WEEK BEGINS www.chris- 
tianaid.org.uk As we celebrate 
God’s love, power and light we 
pray for our practical response 
to the gospel. We pray for gener- 
ous and wise ways to meet the 
physical, emotional and spiritual 
needs of the world’s vulnerable 
peoples. 

Mon 15 MATTHIAS 

Kidlington with Hampton Poyle: 
clergy - Anthony Ellis, Hilary 
Campbell, Jason St John Nicolle, 
Jim Turner: licensed lay minister 

- Lesley Heffer. 

Tkie 1 6 North Hinksey: clergy - 
Anthony Rustell, W Browning, 
Philip Budd: licensed lay minister 

- Ken Goff. 

Wed 1 7 Oxford St Aldate: cler- 
gy - Charlie Cleverly, Gordon 
Hickson, Simon Ponsonby, Helen 
Azer: lay pastors - Anita 
Cleverly, Martin Layzell: youth 
worker - Oli Benyon: children’s 
worker - Rachel Smith. 

Thu 1 8 Oxford St Andrew: 
clergy - Andrew Wingfield 
Digby, Shaun Atkins, Tim 
Garrett, Elisabeth Goddard: 
licensed lay ministers - Paul 
Clifford, Donald Hay, David 
Wright: youth workers. 

Fri 19 Oxford St Barnabas and 
St Paul: clergy - Michael Wright, 


Dennis Mason, Mark Letters: 
licensed lay minister - Margaret 
Ellis^ 

Sat 20 Oxford St Ebbe with 
# Holy Trinity and St Peter-le- 
Bailey: clergy - Vaughan 
Roberts, Peter Wilkinson, 

Samuel Allberry, Julian Bidgood. 

THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF 
EASTER 

Sun 21 ROGATION SUN- 
DAY - for rural communities 
and the work of the church in 
meeting their particular needs. 
Diocesan rural officer - Glyn 
Evans: archdeaconry rural officer 
- John Townend, deanery offi- 
cers - Anne Hartley, Anne 
Kelaart: members of the Rural 
Officers Team. Those producing 
Rural News. 

Mon 22 Oxford St Giles and St 
Philip and St James with St 
Margaret: clergy - Andrew 
Bunch, Georgie Simpson: 
licensed lay ministers - David 
Longrigg, Paula Clifford, 
Margaret Hollis. 

Tue 23 Oxford St Mary 
Magdalen: clergy - Peter Groves: 
licensed lay minister - P Palmer. 
Wed 24 Oxford St Mary the 
Virgin with St Cross with St 
Peter in the East: clergy - Brian 
Mountford, Harriet Harris, 
Charlotte Bannister - Paker. 


Thu 25 ASCENSION DAY We 

give thanks for those who have 
served the church in the diocese 
and been ‘called home’ during 
the year. 

Fri 26 Oxford St Matthew: cler- 
gy - Steve Hellyer, Tim 
Bradshaw: licensed lay ministers 
- Elizabeth Bishop, Jane Usher, 
Alan Wallis: youth worker - 
Yvonne Morris: lay pastor - Jane 
Sherwood. 

Sat 27 Oxford St Michael and 
St Martin and All Saints: clergy - 
Hugh Lee, George Westhaver. 

THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF 
EASTER 

Sun 28 We pray for those with- 
in the parishes who support and 
care for clergy and lay workers. 
We pray for those with responsi- 
bility as church wardens. 
Diocesan Pastoral Care Adviser - 
Beau Stevenson. 

Mon 29 Oxford St Thomas 
with St Frideswide and Binsey: 
clergy - Russell Dewhurst, 
Richard Martin. 

Tkie 30 South with New 
Hinksey: clergy - James 
Wilkinson, Balwant Singh. 

Wed 31 Wolvercote with 
Summertown (LEP): clergy - Jan 
Rushton, Mark Butchers, Ruth 
Whitehead, Viv Bridges, William 
Pryor: lay ministers - Margaret 
Clarke, Tony Lemon. 


-V 




T 


THE DOOR : MAY 2006 


19 



Hill* 


BOOKS 


"T I 


H Jt Sbii II w 31 



Deuteronomy Commentary Eternal Curve 


PHILIP Johnston has con- 
tributed a useful book on 
Deuteronomy to The People's 
Bible Commentary series pub- 
lished by BRF. 

Each page covers a few 
verses in an engaging and 
accessible style. There are 
many contemporary refer- 
ences, sub-headings to help 
guide the reader, and prayer- 
ful reflections throughout. 

It is a book for those want- 
ing to find a commentary con- 
taining insights for daily life, 
spiritual principles, and a 
degree of background study. 
It is a good resource for group 


study leaders, church minis- 
ters or for private devotion. 

Along with the encourage- 
ment to love and serve God as 
its basis, the book gives a 
thoughtful approach to more 
complex issues. Controver- 
sial subjects such as ethnic 
cleansing, slavery, gender 
inequality and nationalism 
are addressed, with the under- 
standing that this was a very 
different culture from our 
own, facing different con- 
flicts, and under a different 
covenant. There is no sugges- 
tion that we need to adopt the 
same laws, practices and atti- 


tudes. We are also warned 
against appropriating the 
claims of Deuteronomy for 
ourselves too literally: 'They 
were promised prosperity for 
obedience, while we are given 
the gospel - the two are quite 
different.' 

However, Philip Johnston 
demonstrates how scripture 
from a different culture can 
still engage with us and help 
us critique our own life and 
times. Deuteronomy speaks 
to us on many contemporary 
issues; such as money, sex, 
politics, the environment, jus- 
tice and social action. It is 


perhaps primarily a book that 
encourages us in our relation- 
ship with God, and we can 
gain from reading it with 
thought and insight. This 
commentary should help 
many people do that. 

Eve and Dave Lockett worship 
at Cumnor Parish 


DEUTERONOMY 
THE PEOPLE’S 
COMMENTARY 

PHILIP 

JOHNSTON 

BRF 

£L99 



THIS band has always been 
known for excellence and 
here they continue the unique, 
chilled, spacious ethereal 
quality of Impossibly 
Beautiful. 

Listen closely and you will 
hear so much going on - sam- 
ples just big enough to hold 
between thumb and forefinger 
are lightly dropped into the 
mix. One track has just six- 
teen words, but its African 
percussion, improvised 
Malayalam vocals and 
breathy lead vocals create a 
lush visual picture. Later it is 
a dash of Japanese singing 


that helps build the mystical 
mood that lies gently on a bed 
of minimalist string patterns 
and soft dance rhythms. 

While this has traded a little 
of the debut's gorgeous 
melodies for more ambience, 
it still deserves to be heard by 
millions. 

Derek Walker is an LLM at 
Christ Church Long Furlong 

NOTE FOR A CHILD 
ETERNAL CURVE 

EBB & FLOW /ICC 
WWW.NOTE- 
FORACHILD.COM 

£11-99 



Baptism Resources 'Refreshing rain for dry youth workers' 


MY Baptism Book and The 
Baptism cube went down well 
with my children, aged six 
and 10, who both said after- 
wards that they found them 
easy to understand and that 
they had learned more about 
the different elements of the 
baptism service, and what it 
meant that they had been bap- 
tised. 

Both resources are bright 
and bold with clear, simple 
language, designed primarily 
to be used on a one-to-one 
basis between a child and an 
adult. 

The book is written by the 
Church National Children's 
Officer, Diana Murrie: 'The 
book and cube are great gifts 
for the church or Godparents 
to give to newly-baptised chil- 


dren. By following this up 
with steps like sending a card 
to the child on the anniversary 
of their baptism, or sending 
personal invitations to crib 
services or other child-orient- 
ed events, we can quite easily 
develop a manageable contact 
programme that engages 
those families who have 
Sought out their local church 
to mark their child's initiation 
into the Christian faith. 

Sally Jarman is Editor of The 
DOOR. 


MY BAPTISM 
BOOK & CUBE 



£ 6.99 & £5.99 


ONE minister describes this 
book as ‘refreshing rain for 
dry youth workers and barren 
youth ministries.’ He goes on 
to say: ‘more than the same 
old youth ministry tips and 
tricks, it gives principles and 
practices to soak in God's 
grace, love, and power. I wish 
I had read it 15 years ago.’ 
This book is an unusually 
honest, open and disarming 
account about a church facing 
the challenge of struggling to 
cope, and working out a radi- 
cal new approach for youth 
work. The author contends 
that too often we allow our- 
selves to be constrained and 
restricted by a limited under- 
standing of God's love and 
purpose for our lives. 
Exploring long forgotten 


techniques and deep truths, 
Yaconelli broadens our spiri- 
tual vision to believe that God 
can do wonderful things in 
ordinary times, in the midst of 
mess and muddle- a very pos- 
itive and optimistic perspec- 
tive. 

Duffy Robbins, professor of 
youth ministry, Eastern 
University; author of Enjoy 
the Silence and This Way to 
Youth Ministry has no doubts 
about Yaconelli's reputation 
as a true spiritual pioneer, 
experimenting with contem- 
plative youth ministry prac- 
tices before contemplative 
youth ministry practices 
became cool. He comments: 
‘This book has about it the 
unique air of authenticity. He 
shares with us in these pages 


m 

Christian Responses 
to Islam 

A day to inform and inspire! 

With: 

Colin Chapman, Ida Glaser, 
Tim Green, Norman Critcheil 
and David Abu Bakr 

Saturday 8th July 2006 
10am - 4.30pm 

(Registration at 9.30am) 

St Aldates Church, St Aldates, 
Oxford OX1 IBP 

For a booking form (with seminar options) contact: 

Mark Tindall on either 01865 284876 or 
mark.tindall@wycliffe.ox.ac.uk 

Registered Charity 309703 


Legal and company 
secretarial services 
for the voluntary sector 

incorporations 

trustee support, induction and training 
constitutions 
compliance 
clerking 

contact Maria Toman on 01 18 9587857 
or email mariatoman@care4free.net 
for further details 




Veritasse 



Veritasse h a Christian Art company that publishes a 
range of artwork that k sold throughout UK shops and 
galleries and at a variety of shows and exhibitions , 
We are expanding and require the follow! fig people , 


Art Gallery Manager 

Based in Witney, Oxon. 

£10,500 + 10% pro rata (£20,000+?) plus expenses. 

Would suit full or part time. 

Are you looking for an excitin g career with a Christian Arts company? 
Are you out going, good at talking with people and interested in sales? 
Do you want to he part of a new venture opening an Art Gallery, 
based in Witney, Oxon? Then you need to check out Veritasse, and 
enter the challenging and rewarding world of professional Art sales. 
Closing Date: 1 6th May. 

Sales Assistant 

(in the Witney Art Gallery) 

£5.50 per hour • full or part time. 

Are you good at talking with people, and want to sell beautiful Art? 
Do you want to be part of an exciting new venture as we open 
our first Art Gallery in Witney? Then this may be for you! 

Closing date: 16th May. 


For further information contact us on 0845 1 23 5884, or write to: 
Veritasse L td, PO Box 325, Witney, 0X28 1ZP, »nfo#veritasse.c 0 ,uk 


wait upon God. The results 
have been transformative, and 
this engaging book, richly 
illustrated with personal sto- 
ries, provides refreshment and 
new ways of thinking for any- 
one who has grown weary or 
disillusioned with the vital 
tasks of working with and 
caring for young people. 

David Coleman is the 
Communications Manager for 
the Church Army 


his own journey as a youth 
worker who actually believes 
that God's still small voice 
speaks louder than the roar- 
ing windstorm of our busy 
youth ministry calendars. It's 
a book about creating for our 
students places of silence and 
opening up spaces for God to 
speak.’ 

We need to be called back 
to the contemplative practices 
that bind our lives to the life 
of Christ - not looking within 
to discover self but to re-dis- 
cover Christ. This is not an 
esoteric or over theologised 
approach, but one anchored 
in the fertile soil of Christian 
tradition, in the mess and 
grind of day-to-day life, and 
in the explosive transforma- 
tion that awaits us when we 


’’For all your recruitment needs, 
reach more people than airy other 
Christian publication in Oxford! 

Email us at 

ads@churchnewspaper.com 

We currently have more than 
80,000 readers and we reach far 
into Oxfordshire, 
Buckinghamshire and Berkshire. 



Holy Trinity. Prestwood 
St. Marv Magdalene. Great Hampden 

Wish to appoint a 

Music Director 

To maintain and develop all aspects of our churches y music 

Enthusiastic, robed, adult choir based at Holy Trinity 

Allen digital organs in both churches 

The Music director will act as choir master and 
principal organist, ensuring that music is provided for 
regular Sunday services and occasional offices 

Salary negotiable plus wedding and funeral fees 

Enquiries to: Rev. Mark Mowforth (01494) 866530 
E-mail mark.mowforth@btinternet.com 


+ 
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Farewell 



CHOOSING an artist to paint your portrait is not something to be taken 
lightly, and the congregation heard from Bishop Richard that he had 
talked to two directors of the National Portrait Gallery before settling on 
painter Charlotte Harris. He was delighted with the result. 

Charlotte told the DOOR she was very nervous about the commission 
at first but had enjoyed the experience. The congregation heard that the 
only artistic difference had been whether to listen to Radio i or 4 during 
the sittings. In ‘true Anglican fashion’ they compromised with Radio 2 . 

Charlotte, 24 , trained at the Leeds School of Art, Architecture and 
Design, leaving with a first class honours degree in fine art. She was the 
winner of the 2003 BP Portrait Award. Her oil on canvas painting of the 
Bishop will hang in Diocesan Church House. 


‘IT was an amazingly wonderful event, 
which I shall never forget. I was sur- 
rounded by family and friends from 
the diocese.’ These were the reflections 
of the Rt Revd Richard Harries after 
his consecration as Bishop of Oxford 
at Westminster Abbey 19 years ago. It 
is likely he will look back on his 
farewell service at Christ Church 
Cathedral on Tuesday 11 April 2006, 
with much the same feelings. 

More than 1,000 clergy, family and 
friends squeezed into the ancient 
Cathedral for the special service, 
which also saw the annual Blessing of 
the Oils and Renewal of Ministerial 
Commitment by ministers. 

A full choir, led by Wanda Adams, 
sang out: ‘How Great Thou Art’ by 
Stuart K Hine to a thundering organ 
as the procession of clergy were led by 
the vergers into the worship space. 

Then, a hushed sense of occasion as 
the service began,- conducted for the 
last time by Bishop Richard. 

The congregation heard readings 
from Mary Saunders, Diocesan 
Advisory Committee/pastoral secre- 
tary, and from Rosemary Peirce, LLM, 
and the Gospel was read by Deacon 
Helen-Ann Hartley. 

In his sermon the Bishop began: 
‘There are times in every Christian life 
and every ministy when we are alone 
with some problem on our mind.’ 

The more we care the greater the 
struggle, he said. But as we are marked 
by our struggles so we will be blessed. 

The Bishop told the congregation: 
‘We are supported by a wonderful 
community held together in the love 



Penny Keens presents a bouquet to Jo Harries photos Frank Blackwell 


and prayer which are marks of Christ’s 
presence and certainly, I’ve been acute- 
ly conscious of this during my years as 
Bishop of the diocese...’ 

Later he called on Christians to con- 
nect to people, both their communities 
and their culture in new ways, saying: 
‘Wrestling to do this will mark us - 
and make us a bearer of blessing.’ 
From the shrine of St Frideswide the 
Bishop invited the renewal of commit- 
ment from clergy and Lay Chair Penny 
Keens addressed the Bishops. 

A joyful exchange of the peace fol- 
lowed. Then deacons Jo Harrison, 
Hilary Wilson, Mark Letters and June 
Faulkner presented the oil for annoint- 
ing the sick, oil of the Catechumens 
and oil of Chrism for blessing. 

Holy Communion followed, and the 
service ended with the hymn; ‘Guide 
me, O thou great Redeemer’. 

After the service it was time for the 
official unveiling of the Bishop’s por- 
trait by young artist Charlotte Harris. 


Jo Harries was presented with a 
bouquet of flowers by Penny Keens. 

The Revd Canon Vincent Strudwick 
praised the Bishop’s style of leadership 
which had allowed people to grow. 
Penny Keens said the Bishop’s legacy 
was a caring, sustainable and growing 
Christian presence in every corner of 
the diocese. Hugo Brunner, Lord Lt of 
Oxfordshire, recalled a Bishop who is 
a Christian public intellectual, pas- 
sionate about issues of the day. He 
wished the Bishop and Jo well in their 
retirement. 

The Rt Revd Colin Fletcher present- 
ed the couple with a cheque from 
donations around the diocese, which 
will go towards a conservatory and 
garden swing for their house in 
Barnes. 

Rt Revd Harries said the main job 
of the Bishop of Oxford ‘is to let good 
things happen, and there are many 
good things happening’. 


* 




BCP services hard to find? 


PBS 

Prayer Book 
. Society 


Registered Gaarity Ntoi 1! 0)99295 

The Prayer Book Society exists to 
promote die worship and doctrine 
of the Book of Common Prayer. 

Contact 01 18 958 0377 
gpwild@ btconnect.com 
or visit www.prayerbook.org.uk 


TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1HU 
TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and 
Cottas • Albs • Stocks • Vergers and 
Preaching Gowns • Preaching Scarves 
• Stoles • Hoods • Girdles and 
Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC * LEGAL ♦ CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 


Then Peter said, ‘Can anyone 
withhold the water for bap- 
tizing these people, who have 
received the Holy Spirit just 
as we h^ve?* Acts 10:47 

On the Sundays in May we 
have readings from the book 
of Acts at the main Sunday 
service. We hear the apostles 
boldly declaring to the high 
priests and their associates 
that it was by the power of 
‘Jesus Christ of Nazareth’ that 
they had healed a lame man. 
We see a eunuch from 
Ethiopia and a Roman centu- 
rion coming to faith in Jesus 
and being baptized. 

Then, on the Sunday after 
the Ascension, we go back to 
the start of the book to hear 
again the Lord’s commission 
to his disciples to be witnesses 
‘to the ends of the earth’. 

What we are experiencing, 
of course, is the inevitable 
consequence of the story Luke 
had told us about in his 
Gospel. What God had done 



by David Winter 


THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 


through Jesus was too great, 
too cosmic in its significance, 
to be the permanent property 
of any one nation or people. 
The good news was for the 
world. 

‘These people’, in the verse 
above, are in fact Gentiles, 
members of the household or 
friends and neighbours of that 
Roman centurion, Cornelius. 

Peter and his Jewish com- 
panions were ‘astounded that 
the gift of the Holy Spirit had 
been poured out even on the 


Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism, 
a broadcaster and author of 
many books including ‘Old Words 
New Life’ (BRF); which offers 
reflections on forty key Old 
Testament Words. 


Gentiles’ - 1 love that ‘even’! 

‘The Acts of the Apostles’ is 
not at the top of most people’s 
best bits of the Bible list. But, 
in fact, it tells a thrilling story. 
Luke, its author, was also 
himself part of that story, as a 
companion of Paul and friend 
of many leading figures in the 
Church. In his ‘foreword’ he 
says that his Gospel recorded 
what Jesus had said and done 
‘until the day when he was 
taken up’. 

Now, in this second book, 
he tells us what the promised 
Holy Spirit would continue to 
do, as the message of Jesus 
began to penetrate the world 
beyond the borders of 
Palestine. 

In fact, the book ends with 
Paul ‘teaching about the Lord 
Jesus Christ with all boldness 
and without hindrance’ in 
Rome itself, the power centre 
of the world’s greatest empire. 

The good news had already 
travelled a long way from the 
shores of lake Galilee! 



Leadcraft 

Stained Glass Studio 


STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted and 
decorative glass for windows and doors. 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 



3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 Fax: 0118 957 5865 

By appointment only 
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